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Regular Session, 2007 ENROLLED

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 48

BY SENATORS MARIONNEAUX, ADLEY, AMEDEE, BAJOIE, BARHAM, BOASSO,
BROOME, CAIN, CASSIDY, CHAISSON, CHEEK, CRAVINS,
DUPLESSIS, DUPRE, ELLINGTON, FIELDS, FONTENOT, B.
GAUTREAUX, N. GAUTREAUX, HEITMEIER, HINES, HOLLIS,
JACKSON, JONES, KOSTELKA, LENTINI, MALONE,
MCPHERSON, MICHOT, MOUNT, MURRAY, NEVERS, QUINN,
ROMERO, SCHEDLER, SHEPHERD, SMITH, THEUNISSEN AND
ULLO 

A RESOLUTION

To express the sincere and heartfelt condolences of the Senate of the Legislature of

Louisiana to the family of United States Army National Guardsman Staff Sergeant

George Ray Draughn, Jr., upon his death in ground combat in Operation Iraqi

Freedom.

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant George Ray Draughn, Jr., was a native of Shreveport,

Louisiana, where he was a graduate of Woodlawn High School and where his parents still

live; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant Draughn would ultimately leave his hometown and make

Georgia his new home where he would enlist in the Army National Guard in Georgia and

begin a military career; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant Draughn would reenlist after his first term of service and

remain in the Army National Guard for more than eight years, enjoying the challenge of

military life and receiving promotions that would lead to his Noncommissioned Officer

status and reveal his determination and pride in service; and

WHEREAS, when Staff Sergeant Draughn and the men of Company E, 108th

Cavalry, 48th Infantry Brigade learned they were to be deployed to Iraq, like most soldiers

facing combat they steeled themselves for leaving their families far behind and began the

preparations necessary for accomplishing their mission; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant Draughn soon found himself in one of the most hostile

and unstable parts of the Iraqi Theater, south of Baghdad in an area known to most as the

triangle of death; and
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WHEREAS, the danger that lurked around every corner was underlined by a close

encounter Staff Sergeant Draughn experienced when he was injured by an improvised

explosive device that struck his vehicle; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant Draughn was twenty-nine years old when he and the

troops of the 4th Platoon, Company E, were given the mission of conducting raids on several

suspected enemy locations on September 1, 2005; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant Draughn, Sergeant First Class Robert Hollar, Sergeant

Wyatt New, and Specialist Charles Flowers were enroute to a site where they planned to

establish a vehicle checkpoint and search operation near the town of Mahmudiyah when they

were engaged by enemy forces that detonated an explosive device under their vehicle and

mortally wounded Staff Sergeant Draughn and Sergeant First Class Hollar and critically

injured Sergeant New and Specialist Flowers; and

WHEREAS, the death of Staff Sergeant Draughn was a major loss for his unit and

the soldiers he served with, and his family now is forced to face challenges such as a first-

grade son, Akeem, who must live a life without a father; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant Draughn will be forever remembered as a patriot who

answered his country's call to arms and as a father who gently doted on his son and as a

loving son who remained close to his parents despite the separation of distance. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Senate of the Legislature of Louisiana

does hereby extend its deepest condolences to the family of United States Army National

Guard Staff Sergeant George Ray Draughn, Jr., for their immeasurable loss and for his

commitment and sacrifice in the service of his country.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to his

family and the men of his unit that he served so bravely with.
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