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SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 65

BY SENATORSMARIONNEAUX, ADLEY,AMEDEE, BAJOIE,BARHAM, BOASSO,
BROOME, CAIN, CASSIDY, CHAISSON, CHEEK, CRAVINS,
DUPLESSIS, DUPRE, ELLINGTON, FIELDS, FONTENOT, B.
GAUTREAUX, N. GAUTREAUX, HEITMEIER, HINES, HOLLIS,
JACKSON, JONES, KOSTELKA, LENTINI, MALONE,
MCPHERSON, MICHOT, MOUNT, MURRAY, NEVERS, QUINN,

ROMERO, SCHEDLER, SHEPHERD, SMITH, THEUNISSEN AND
ULLO

A RESOLUTION
To express the sincere and heartfelt condolences of the Senate of the Legidature of

Louisianato the family of United States Navy Ensign Van Andrew Wilson upon his

death while in the service of his country.

WHEREAS, Ensign Van Andrew Wilson was a native of Baton Rouge, Louisiana,
where he graduated in 2000 with high academic honorsfrom Robert E. Lee High School and
left a huge athletic legacy asthe "Most Athletic" person on campus and won the Louisiana
State Wrestling Championship his senior year; and

WHEREAS, after high school, Ensign Wilson began to follow adream he had held
since middle school, that of becoming one of the world's ultimate warriors, amember of the
United States Navy SEALS; and

WHEREAS, Ensign Wilson applied for and was accepted by the United StatesNaval
Academy at Annapolis, Maryland, where he distinguished himself athletically once again
by serving as the institution's co-captain of the rugby team and as president of Team Bill,
responsible for handling the Navy's mascot at sporting events; and

WHEREAS, Ensign Wilson graduated from the United States Naval Academy in
2004, receiving hiscommission as an officer and heading for one of the biggest physical and
mental challenges a person can face, Special Warfare School; and

WHEREAS, Ensign Wilson was known for his competitive nature and his
willingness to take a daunting task or training mission head on and accept nothing less than

his very best effort; and
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WHEREAS, as Ensign Wilson's SEAL training progressed from difficult to nearly
impossible and sailors to his right and left disappeared as they washed out of courses that
left the fatigued mind numb, teeth chattering, and skin raw from sandy uniforms and beach
physical training; and

WHEREAS, Ensign Wilson's confidence, discipline, and determination helped him
rise above the toughest military training in the world, and on December 9, 2005, he earned
the famous breast badge, composed of the eagle, the trident, and the anchor, signifying him
as one of the best of the best; and

WHEREAS, Ensign Wilson was an officer that his men admired, respected, and
hoped to serve under, and he trained them well, forging them into warriors of the highest
quality; and

WHEREAS, Ensign Wilson was twenty-three years old when he began the cross-
country trip to report to SEAL Team 10 in Little Creek, Virginia, hisfirst assignment with
"The Teams" and the jumping off spot for high risk assignments in hot spots around the
world; and

WHEREAS, Ensign Wilson'smilitary serviceto hiscountry ended January 26, 2006,
in atragic accident as he began his new, higher service asawarrior in the army of God.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Senate of the L egislature of Louisiana
does hereby extend its deepest and most profound condolencesto thefamily of United States
Navy Ensign Van Andrew Wilsonfor their loss and for the sacrifice and service herendered
to his country.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the

family of United States Navy Ensign Van Andrew Wilson.

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
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