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Hutter HB No. 175

Abstract:  Redefines "standard  reference compendia" for purposes of specifying which off-label
cancer drugs shall not be excluded  from coverage by health insurance policies which
cover the treatment of cancer.

Present law provides that every hospital, health, or medical expense insurance policy, contract, or
plan, including coverage  by a  health maintenance organization or preferred provider
organization, which covers the treatment of cancer in this state shall not exclude coverage of any
drug prescribed for the treatment of cancer on the ground that the drug is not approved by the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration for a particular indication if that drug is recognized for
treatment of the covered indication in a standard reference compendia or in substantially
accepted peer-reviewed medical literature.

Present law defines "standard  reference compendia" as the U.S. Pharmacopeia Drug Information
or the American Hospital Formulary Service Drug Information.

Proposed law  defines "standard  reference compendia" as the American Hospital Formulary
Service Drug Information, the National Comprehensive Cancer Network's Drugs and Biologics
Compendium, Thompson Micromedex's Drug Dex, Elsevier Gold Standard Clinical
Pharmacology, or other authoritative compendia as identified by the secretary of the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services.

Present law retains a number of exceptions, including exempting individually underwritten,
guaranteed renewable limited benefit, or supplemental health insurance policies.

(Amends R.S. 22:999(A)(2))


