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HLS 09RS-144 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2009
HOUSE BILL NO. 194

BY REPRESENTATIVE DIXON

Prefiled pursuant to Article 111, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.
VOTING/REGISTRATION: Providesrelativetothecloseof registrationrecordsinaparish

in which the registrar is unable to open at least one office on the final day for
registration

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 18:135(A), relative to registration of voters; to providerelative
to the close of registration records; to provide relative to application for registration
and changes in aregistration; and to provide for related matters.

Beit enacted by the Legidlature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 18:135(A) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
§135. Close of registration

A.(1) Registrars shall close the registration records thirty days prior to an

election. However, if the deadline falls on alegal holiday, the registrars shall close
the registration records on the first day after such holiday which is not a Saturday,
Sunday, or other legal holiday.

(2)(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection,

if because of an emergency the reqgistrar is unable to open at least one office in the

parish on the day on which the registration records are to be closed pursuant to

Paragraph (1) of this Subsection, the registrar shall not close the registration records

onthat day. Insuch case, theregistrar shall closethe registration records on thefirst

day thereafter that the registrar opens an office in the parish.

(b) Theregistrar shall notify the secretary of state as soon as possible upon

determining that the registrar will be unable to open at |east one officein the parish
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on the day on which the registration records are to be closed pursuant to Paragraph

(1) of this Subsection.

(c) This Paragraph shall not apply if the reqgistrar fails to open an office

beforethetwentieth day prior to theday of the election. In such case, theregistration

records shall be considered to have been closed as provided in Paragraph (1) of this

Subsection.

DIGEST

Thedigest printed below was prepared by House L egidative Services. It constitutes no part
of thelegidativeinstrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legidative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

Dixon HB No. 194

Abstract: Provides relative to the close of registration records in a parish in which the
registrar is unable to open at least one office on the final day for registration.

Present law (La. Election Code-R.S. 18:131-33) providesrelative to offices of theregistrar.
Providesfor theregistrar's principal office, branch offices, mobileregistration units, and for
the operation of temporary offices in certain circumstances. Proposed law retains present
law.

Present law (R.S. 18:135) providesrelativeto the close of registration records. Requiresthe
registrar to close the registration records 30 days prior to an election, unless the deadline
falls on alega holiday, in which case the deadline is moved to the next day that is not a
holiday.

Proposed law retains present law and additionally provides that if because of an emergency
the registrar is unable to open at least one office in the parish on the day on which the
registration records are to be closed pursuant to present law, the registrar shall close the
registration records on thefirst day thereafter that the registrar opens an officein the parish.
Requires the registrar to notify the secretary of state as soon as possible upon determining
that the registrar will be unable to open at least one office. Providesthat proposed law does
not apply if the registrar fails to open an office before the twentieth day prior to the day of
the election. Providesthat in such case, the present law deadline applies.

Present |aw providesthat except as otherwise provided by present law, whiletheregistration
recordsare closed, registrars shall accept any application for registration, change of address,
change of party affiliation or nonaffiliation, change of name, or application for any other
lawful entry or change in aregistration, but none of these shall be effective until at |east the
day after the election has been held. Proposed law retains present law.

(AmendsR.S. 18:135(A))
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