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HLS 09RS-488 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2009
HOUSE BILL NO. 257

BY REPRESENTATIVE SAM JONES

Prefiled pursuant to Article 111, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

HEARING AID DEALERS: Requiresbusiness ownerswho sell hearing aidsto belicensed
hearing aid dealers

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 37:2465, relative to the sale of hearing aids; to provide that any
person who owns, maintains, or operates a business which employsor contractswith
a person who practices the selling and fitting of hearing aids is considered to be
practicing the selling and fitting of hearing aids and is required to be licensed; to
specify which persons shall be licensed; to provide the procedure for submitting to
the board alist of those licensed under an organization to practice the selling and
fitting of hearing aids; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana

Section 1. R.S. 37:2465 is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§2465. Sales by corporations, partnerships, etc.

A. Any person who owns, maintains, or operates an office or place of

business in which the person employs or engages under contract a person who

practices the selling and fitting of hearing aids is considered to be practicing the
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salling and fitting of hearing aids under this Chapter and is required to be licensed

under this Chapter.

B. If the person who owns, maintains, or operates an office or place of

business under this Section is a partnership, each partner shall be licensed as

provided by this Section. If the person who owns, maintains, or operates an office

or place of business under this Section isacorporation or other legal entity, the chief

executive officer of the corporation or legal entity shall be licensed as provided by

this Chapter.
C.(1) All personslicensed under this Section eorperation; partrership,trust;
assoctatton-orother ke organtzation shall file annually on or before thefirst day of

the calendar year with the board alist of all licensed hearing aid dealers directly or

indirectly employed by it, and shall also file with the board a statement on aform
approved by the board that it submitsitself to the rules and regulations of the board
and the provisions of this Chapter, and shall register with the board its intention to
engage in the selling and fitting of hearing aids anelfer or accessories, provided that
the aboveis completed prior to such organization selling or offering for sale hearing
alds andfor or accessories.

(2) Any such organization or employee of such organization may cause a
revocation or suspension of the registration of such organization by the board by

violation on any of the provisions of R.S. 37:2453.

DIGEST

Thedigest printed below was prepared by House L egidlative Services. It constitutes no part
of thelegidative instrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

Sam Jones HB No. 257

Abstract: Requiresthat any person who owns or operates a business of selling and fitting
hearing aidsis considered to be practicing the selling and fitting of hearing aids and
shall be licensed.

Present law provides that a corporation or like organization may sell and fit hearing aids as

long as the corporation or like organization employs or contracts with natural persons
licensed in the practice of selling and fitting hearing aids.
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Proposed law provides that any person who owns or maintains a business engaged in the
practice of selling and fitting hearing aids shall also be licensed to sell and fit hearing aids.
Provides which individuals within an organization shall hold alicense.

Present law provides that corporations and other like organizations engaged in the practice
of selling and fitting hearing aids shall file with the board a list of all employees who are
licensed hearing aid dealers and provides for other requirements.

Proposed law changes present law by requiring that all personswho arelicensed hearing aid
dealers under present law shall file alist of the hearing aid dealers employed under each
person and provides for other requirements.

(Amends R.S. 37:2465)
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