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ENROLLED
Regular Session, 2009
HOUSE BILL NO. 855

BY REPRESENTATIVE HENDERSON AND SENATOR WALSWORTH

Prefiled pursuant to Article 111, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 32:71(B)(1) and to enact R.S. 32:71(C), (D), and (E), relativeto
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multilane highways, to restrict vehiclesto driving in the left-hand lane on multilane
highways; to provide for a restriction regarding the speed of a vehicle traveling in

aleft-hand lane; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana

Section 1. R.S. 32:71(B)(2) is hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 32:71(C),

(D), and (E) are hereby enacted to read as follows:

§71. Driving on right side of road; exceptions

* * *

B.(2) (a) Upon all multilane highways, no vehicle shall be driven in the | eft-

hand lane except when directed otherwise, preparing for aleft turn at an intersection

or privateroad or driveway, overtaking or passing another vehicle proceeding in the

same direction, or when right-hand lanes are congested; however, no vehicle being

driven in the left |ane except when directed otherwise or preparing for aleft turn at

an intersection, private road, or driveway shall impede any other vehicle that is

traveling in the same lane and behind that vehicle.

(b) Upon al multilane highways, no vehicle traveling in the left-hand lane

shall be driven at a speed slower than any vehicle traveling to its right on the same

roadway.

(c) Upon all multilane highways any vehicle proceeding at less than the
normal speed of traffic at the time and place and under the circumstances then
existing, shall be driven in theright-hand lane then available for traffic except when

preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private road or driveway, or
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passing or overtaking a vehicle proceeding in the same direction, if passing on the
left side of it. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to authorize driving any
vehiclein the left lane so as to prohibit, impede, or block passage of an overtaking
vehicle in such lane and in such event the vehicle in the left lane prohibiting,
impeding, or blocking passage of an overtaking vehicle shall expeditiously merge
into the right lane of traffic.

(d) Theprovisions of this Subsection shall not apply during adeclared state

of emergency when contraflow has been activated.

* * *

C. The Department of Public Safety and Corrections, office of motor

vehicles, is directed to include a summary of this Section in any instructional

publication for drivers.

D. The Department of Transportation and Development is directed to place

signs on multilane highways, in an effort to make motorists aware of the provisions

provided for in this Section.

E. The Louisana Highway Safety Commission and the Department of

Transportation and Development are directed to cooperatively develop and engage

apublic awareness campaign to notify motorists of the provisions of this Section.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA
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