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SENATE SUMMARY OF HOUSE AMENDMENTS

SB 533 By Senator LaFleur

KEYWORD AND SUMMARY AS RETURNED TO THE SENATE

TEXTBOOKS/MATERIALS: Requires BESE to increase the availability of electronic
textbooks and instructional materials. (8/15/10)

SUMMARY OF HOUSE AMENDMENTS TO THE SENATE BILL

1. Adds requirement that the state Dept. of Education shall make every effort
to ensure that an electronic version of any textbook or instructional
material under consideration for adoption is made available to members of
textbook adoption committees prior to adoption.

DIGEST OF THE SENATE BILL AS RETURNED TO THE SENATE

Present law (R.S. 17:7) authorizes the State Board of Elementary and Secondary
Education (BESE) to prescribe and adopt free textbooks and other instructional materials
for use in the public schools and other programs under its jurisdiction. Proposed law
requires BESE to make every effort to ensure that electronic versions are available for
every title it approves for placement on the state list of approved textbooks and
instructional materials.  Requires, if available, that an electronic version of a BESE-
approved textbook or instructional material be placed on the state list of textbooks and
instructional materials approved for use in public schools. Requires the state Dept. of
Education, when inviting publishers to participate in the state textbook adoption process,
to communicate the state's desire to increase availability and accessibility of electronic
textbooks and instructional materials and to encourage publishers to provide electronic
versions of their products. Encourages public school boards to maximize availability and
accessibility of such electronic versions. Requires school boards to submit requests to
BESE relative to such electronic versions and that their purchase of printed textbooks and
instructional materials be made in accordance with BESE policy.  Authorizes school
boards to purchase such electronic textbooks and materials and provides that purchases
shall not be subject to or limited by any BESE-established textbook adoption cycle. 
Prohibits BESE from restricting the amount or percentage of state or local funds a school
board may expend for these purchases.  Provides that the state Dept. of Education shall
make every effort to ensure that an electronic version of any textbook or instructional
material under consideration for adoption is made available to members of textbook
adoption committees prior to adoption.

Effective August 15, 2010.

(Adds R.S. 17:8.2 and 415.1(D))

______________________
Jerry G. Jones

Senate Counsel


