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The proposed legislation provides for funding for the Louisiana School for Math, Science, and the Arts (LSMSA) to be a
combination of state general funds appropriated directly to the school and state general fund dollars allocated through the
MFP.  Based upon the FY 09-10 MFP state average per pupil amount and current enrollment figures, LSMSA would receive
$1,730,664, and any additional funding provided to the school will be determined by the legislature.  Funding received in
subsequent fiscal years will depend upon enrollment figures of the school.

Each student should receive from the MFP the state average per pupil amount, which currently is $5,031.  LSMSA would
receive $5,031 times the number of students currently enrolled in the school (344 students).  It is not likely the proposed FY
10-11 MFP will include LSMSA students as proposed.  If the proposed legislation is enacted and the schools are not included 
in the FY 10-11 MFP formula, LSMSA would not receive any allocation from the MFP until FY 11-12.

If the intent of the legislation is to replace current state general fund allocations to the schools with an equal amount of MFP
funds, then there will be no additional cost to the state.  However, if the budget for LSMSA is not reduced by a like amount,
state general fund expenditures will increase.

The proposed legislation repeals R.S. 17:1969 which contains language relative to the funding formula for the Louisiana
School for Math, Science and the Arts.  The legislation further provides for the board of directors to adopt a recommended
formula to adequately fund the educational programs of the school. Funding for the school shall be provided directly to the
school from the state general fund and through funds appropriated for the Minimum Foundation Program (MFP) and allocated
to the school from the Department of Education.  MFP funds allocated to the school shall be funded at 100% of the state per
pupil amount as contained in the MFP budget letter.  The amount of funding for any budget request that is not provided
through the MFP shall be determined by the legislature.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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