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SLS 12RS-263 ENGROSSED

Regular Session, 2012
SENATE BILL NO. 155

BY SENATOR LAFLEUR

EARLY CHILDHOOQOD ED. Authorizesthe Dept. of Education to grant waiversfor certain
LA 4 requirements. (8/1/12)

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 17:24.10(C)(1)(c), relative to early childhood education; to
authorize the Department of Education to grant waivers for certain enrichment
activity classes required in the Cecil J. Picard LA 4 Early Childhood Program; to
provide for annual renewal of such waivers; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana
Section 1. R.S. 17:24.10(C)(1)(c) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as
follows:
§24.10. The Cecil J. Picard LA 4 Early Childhood Program; early childhood
development and enrichment activity classes; establishment;
eigibility; requirements; funding; study

* * *

C. Each LA 4 class shal include or have provided al of the following:

D

(o)(i) A waiver or partial waiver to therequirement for enrichment activities,

but not to the program of early childhood education during the period of the day that
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school is actually in session, may be granted by the state-board department to an
applicant pursuant to rules adopted by the state board upon a showing acceptable to
the board department that it isnot possible or reasonably feasible for economically
justifiable reasons for the applicant to provide sufficient enrichment activities

preceding or subsequent to the early childhood education period of the day to

providethe full ten-hour day otherwise required;providedthe-appteanthasspeetfte

beginnthg-of-the third-year-of-operation—sdeh. Such awaiver may be provided for
only one operational year a a timefora-tota-of no-more-thantwo—consecttive

(i) A walver or partial waiver to the requirement for enrichment activities,

but not to the program of early childhood education during the period of the day that
school is actually in session, may be granted by the state-board department to an
applicant pursuant to rules adopted by the state board upon a showing acceptable to
thebeard department that, over time and consistently during the same period of the
day, so few children are present for enrichment activities that providing the
enrichment activities otherwise required for all or aportion of afull ten-hour day is
not reasonably feasible. Such awaiver may be provided for only one year at atime,
but may be renewed annually based on a continued showing that participation is so

low that providing such activitiesis not reasonably feasible.

* * *

The original instrument and the following digest, which constitutes no part
of the legidative instrument, were prepared by Nancy Vicknair.

DIGEST

LaFleur (SB 155)

Present law requiresthat early childhood development and enrichment activity classes (LA
4 classes) be made available to every child within aschool system'sjurisdiction who will be
eligible to enter public school kindergarten in the following year and who meets certain
criteria

Present law requires each LA 4 classto include afull program of not less than 10 hours per
day for each day that the regular school program in the school system is in session that
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includes a program of early childhood education during the period of the day that school is
normally in session and a program of high quality enrichment activities during the before
and after school sessiontime. Requireseach school system to determinethe precise start and
end times of the full day program according to the assessed needs of the community served
by the program.

Proposed law retains present law.

Present law authorizes the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) to
grant awaiver or partial waiver to the required enrichment activities of the LA 4 program,
but not to the program of early childhood education during the period of the day that school
isactually in session. Authorizes such waiver to be granted pursuant to rules adopted by
BESE upon a showing that it is not possible or reasonably feasible for economically
justifiable reasonsto provide sufficient enrichment activities preceding or subsequent to the
early childhood education period of the day to provide the full 10 hour day.

Proposed law transfers the authority to grant such waivers from BESE to the Dept. of
Education and otherwise retains present law.

Present law requires each applicant requesting awaiver to provide specific and achievable
plans for meeting the full 10 hour requirement by no later than the beginning of the third
year of operation.

Proposed law deletes present law.

Present |law authorizes awaiver to be provided for only one operational year at atime, for
atotal of no more than two consecutive operationa years, and only at the time of approval
of theinitial application or during the applicant'sinitial year of operation.

Proposed law authorizes the department to provide awaiver for only one operational year
at atime.

Present law provides that a waiver or partial waiver to the requirement for enrichment
activities, but not to the program of early childhood education during the period of the day
that school is actually in session, may be granted by BESE to an applicant pursuant to rules
adopted by BESE upon a showing acceptable to BESE that, over time and consistently
during the same period of the day, so few children are present for enrichment activities that
providing the enrichment activities otherwise required for all or a portion of afull 10 hour
day isnot reasonably feasible. Further providesthat such awaiver may be provided for only
one year at a time, but may be renewed annually based on a continued showing that
participation is so low that providing such activitiesis not reasonably feasible.

Proposed law retains present law, but transfers the authority to grant such waivers from
BESE to the Dept. of Education.

Effective August 1, 2012.

(Amends R.S. 17:24.10(C)(1)(c))

Page 3 of 3
Coding: Words which are strauek-throtgh are deletions from existing law;
words in boldface type and under scored are additions.




