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Textbooks and Instructional Materials

RE -$186,000 GF EX See Note
TEXTBOOKS/MATERIALS
Provides relative to textbooks and other instructional materials for elementary and secondary schools
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The proposed legislation requires the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) to prescribe the adoption of textbooks by the
governing authority of each public elementary and secondary school and the use of materials. The Department of Education is required to
offer a review service of textbooks and other instructional materials to evaluate their alignment to state content standards, but may limit
the reviews in accordance with funds available for such purpose for non-core subjects. The DOE will no longer conduct a textbook adoption
process. The governing authority of each public elementary and secondary school may purchase textbooks and other instructional
materials that has not been approved by the department. BESE must adopt rules and procedures for supplying textbooks and materials for
home study program through the local public school governing authority. No publisher, distributor, wholesaler, or retailer shall charge the
governing authority of a public or nonpublic school a purchase price, rental fee for the purchase, lease, or use of a textbook or instructional
material that exceeds the lowest price or fee charged for the same textbook or instructional material to a school governing authority in
another state. Publishers, distributors, wholesalers, or retailers shall sell textbooks and other instructional materials at the same price to
all school governing authorities in the state and shall guarantee constant pricing for such products throughout each fiscal year.
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EXPENDITURE EXPLANATION

The proposed legislation will reduce state general fund expenditures annually by $186,000 by repealing R.S. 17:353. The
legislation is not anticipated to significantly impact local school district’s expenditures. However, some school districts may
face an increased workload as a result of determining which textbooks and materials are appropriate to purchase for their
school district. School districts may choose to spend a similar amount on textbooks and materials as in previous years, but
they have the authority to spend more if they choose to do so. Currently, the Department of Education has a contract with
publishers and school districts were allowed to make purchases for textbooks and materials through this contract, or directly
from publishers. The state will no longer contract with publishers, but school districts can continue to make purchases
directly from publishers. The legislation requires publishers, distributors, wholesalers, or retailers to sell textbooks and other
instructional materials at the same price to all school governing authorities in the state and shall guarantee constant pricing
for such products throughout each fiscal year. In addition publishers, distributors, wholesalers, or retailers are not allowed to
charge more than the lowest price charged for the same textbook to a school governing authority in another state.
School districts are allowed to purchase electronic textbooks, materials, media and content which may be available at a lower
cost. The Department of Education is required to adopt a list of recommended core curriculum books and offer a review
service of core curriculum textbooks and other instructional materials to evaluate their alignment to state content standards.
The department may limit the reviews of books not in the core curriculum in accordance with the availability of funds for such
purpose. The department does not anticipate this process to impact current expenditures.
Note: The legislation deletes R.S. 17:353 which requires the state to pay for the administrative costs incurred by each city
and parish school board related to the disbursement of books and materials to nonpublic school students. The amount
currently budgeted for this activity is approximately $186,000 from state general funds. It is assumed this amount will be
reduced from the state budget.

REVENUE EXPLANATION

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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Dual Referral Rules

House

13.5.1 >= $100,000 Annual Fiscal Cost {S&H}

6.8(F) >= $500,000 Annual Fiscal Cost {S}

13.5.2 >= $500,000 Annual Tax or Fee
Change {S&H}

6.8(G) >= $500,000 Tax or Fee Increase
or a Net Fee Decrease {S}
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