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Purpose of the Bill: This bill provides for the transfer of surplus monies in special funds of each parish within the 4th
Judicial District upon request of the 4th Judicial District Court for deposit into the judicial expense fund. The special funds are
from those funds which are used to pay jury fees/costs for attending jury duty and funds used to pay law enforcement for
testifying as witnesses while off duty. The surplus monies are the amount of money that are in special funds at the end of
each calendar year that is in excess of the amount paid for jury fees and off-duty law enforcement witness fees in that
calendar year.

An official with the 4th JDC indicated that the surplus monies referred to by this bill are generated by collection of court
costs on criminal and traffic cases.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on overall governmental expenditures as a result of this bill as this
bill authorizes the transfer of surplus money from special funds into the judicial expense fund.

This transfer will allow the 4th JDC to use the surplus money that is restricted for specific purposes (jury fees/costs and law
enforcement witness fees) for more general purposes. This bill will not impact overall local governmental expenditures as the
Court indicated that the money will be used to pay expenditures that would otherwise be paid out of the Court's fund
balance.

Based on information from Ouachita Parish and Morehouse Parish, there was approximately $1,999,000 in surplus monies
($1,800,000 in Ouachita Parish and $199,000 in Morehouse Parish) in these special funds as of December 31, 2017. In
addition, surplus monies in these special funds may grow by approximately $167,000 annually based on historical data
($140,000 in Ouachita Parish and $27,000 in Morehouse Parish).

There is no anticipated direct material effect on overall local government revenues as a result of this bill. This
bill provides for the transfer of surplus funds and does not provide for new or additional fees, court costs, or other sources of
revenue.
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