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There will likely be increased costs in the Minimum Foundation Program (MFP) as a result of the expanded definition of
“economically disadvantaged” used to determine the number of students eligible for a weighted student count; such
increases are indeterminable at this time.  There is an indeterminable impact to local schools districts as a result of the
application of the expanded definition to other programs including LA4 and other early childhood programs.

Proposed legislation states that BESE shall define economically disadvantaged; it is unknown what that definition would
include. However, Act 136 of 2017 created a definition of economically disadvantaged students as a factor in determining
teacher evaluations and requirements for enrollment of at-risk students in certain charter schools.  In June 2017, BESE
adopted rule changes to LAC 28:1, which apply these definitions to the MFP membership definition related to the at-risk
student count.  Currently the Low Income and English Language Learner weight of 22% is defined as students who qualify
for free or reduced meals under the U.S. Department of Agriculture School Food Service Program Guidelines. Under the
provisions of the National School Lunch Program children may be determined categorically eligible through participation in
certain Federal Assistance Programs, which are included in the Act 136 definition (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program, Temporary Assistance to Needy Families, and status as a homeless, migrant, or foster child).  It is unknown
whether all eligible students currently participate and are weighted accordingly in the MFP.

However, the definition also includes criteria which do not categorically qualify students under federal regulations, (eligibility
for disaster food assistance, eligibility for state healthcare programs, and incarceration with the Office of Juvenile Justice).  It
is unknown the extent to which additional students will meet these proposed criteria and qualify for the additional weights in
future MFP calculations.  However, as an example, as a result of flooding in the state in 2016, an additional 419,000
individuals were awarded disaster food assistance; assuming 1% of those were children in public schools, there would have
been an increase in the number of at-risk students by over 4,100; requiring approximately $3.6 M in additional state and
local funding.

The LDE does not anticipate any increased costs as a result of the proposed changes.

Proposed law changes references to at-risk students to students who are economically disadvantaged.   Provides that
economically disadvantaged shall be defined by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE).  Deletes
provision in current law that required BESE to implement a pilot program for inner-city at risk students in certain parishes.
Effective 81/1/18

There will be an increase in MFP revenues to local school districts as a result of expanding the current definition of “at-risk”.
There may be a reduction in tuition collections of local school districts due to the expanded definition.  Currently, districts are
authorized to charge tuition (on a sliding scale) for students participating in the LA 4 Early Childhood Program who are not at
risk.  The expanded definition may result in a reduction in the number of students for whom districts may assess tuition.
However, the extent of any such reductions are indeterminable at this time.
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Changes references to "at-risk" students to students who are "economically disadvantaged" throughout Title 17 of the
Louisiana Revised Statutes
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