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Proposed law authorizes facilities subject to regulation by DEQ to conduct voluntary health, safety, and environmental audits
while excluding certain items from these audits. Proposed law provides a certain procedure for a voluntary audit. Proposed
law also requires the owner to certify certain requirements in a civil or administrative proceeding. Proposed law provides
immunity from a civil or administrative penalty for a person who discloses a violation except in certain circumstances.
Proposed law provides certain requirements for privilege granted.

There will be an increase in expenditures of $621,517 in FY 20 with incremental increases thereafter.

DEQ indicated that additional staff is necessary to review these self-audit reports from facilities and ensure the reports meet
the parameters outlined in law. Based on workload estimates, DEQ estimates increased need of $621,517 and 7 T.O. as
follows: 4 Environmental Scientists ($323,844), 1 Environmental Scientist Supervisor ($113,548), 1 Environmental Project
Specialist ($70,716), and 1 Attorney ($108,159). An annual 2% salary adjustment is accounted for, in accordance with the
state’s market adjustment policy. The department estimates a $750 annual expenditure for each employee ($5,250) for
miscellaneous operating costs. In addition, an upgrade to the department’s permitting software system may be necessary.
According to a quote provided by the department’s software vendor, this upgrade may range from $43,000 to $200,000,
which is not included in the expenditure estimates.

The department estimates that there are currently 1,600 facilities that could initiate the voluntary audit process in this
measure. This includes facilities with air permits (475), facilities with solid or hazardous waste permits (375), and facilities
with water permits (750). The department assumes that 25% of these facilities will initiate the voluntary audit process in
any given fiscal year.

There will be an indeterminable net impact on revenue collections to the Environmental Trust Fund.

The measure allows the department to recoup its costs from the owner/operator of a facility for its review of the voluntary
audit, however, violations discovered by owners/operators as part of the voluntary audit process may be exempt from the
department’s enforcement process thereby reducing collections. The net impact is indeterminable at this time.
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