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Present law affords an aggrieved person the opportunity to appeal a final permit action, a final enforcement action, or a
declaratory ruling by DEQ only to the 19th Judicial District Court.
Present law requires the department to transmit to the reviewing court the original or a certified copy of the entire record of
the decision or action under review within 60 days after service of the petition on the department, or within time allowed by
the court.
Proposed law requires any costs assigned by the clerk of court for the filing of the record of decision to be paid by the person
filing the petition for review.

There will be a decrease in the expenditures of the Department of Environmental Quality associated with fees assessed for
court filings.

All third-party lawsuits challenging the Department of Environmental Quality permit issuance must be filed in the 19th
Judicial District Court. DEQ stated that while filing fees have been assessed, actual payments have not been made and has
identified a partial balance of $57,198. Due to the manner in which fees are assessed and tracked, neither DEQ nor the Clerk
of Court has been able to provide the total outstanding payment balance.

There will be no impact to the 19th JDC Clerk of Court as the proposed legislation transfers the payment responsibilities to
the individual filing the petition for review.
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