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Purpose of Bill: This bill creates the Lafayette City Court Indigent Defender Fund and authorizes the City Court of Lafayette
to deposit 30% of the funds already collected by the Court pursuant to R.S. 15:168(B) into the new fund rather than
remitting 100% of the funds collected to the 15th Judicial District Public Defenders’ Fund. The bill also provides for the
Lafayette City Court Indigent Defender Fund Board to manage and oversee the fund.

There is no anticipated direct overall material effect on local governmental expenditures as a result of this
measure, as the bill only provides for a specific reallocation of local expenditures.

An official with the City Court of Lafayette indicated that expenditures for the new Lafayette City Court Indigent Defender
Fund would increase to provide public defender services to the defendants charged with traffic and criminal offenses being
handled in Lafayette City Court. He also indicated that expenditures for the 15th Judicial District Public Defender Fund should
be reduced as the district office would no longer be providing these public defender services to the City Court.

An official with the 15th Judicial District Public Defender Board indicated that expenditures from the District’s fund would
decline by approximately $84,000 per year by no longer providing public defender services for Lafayette’s City Court.

There is no anticipated direct overall material effect on local governmental revenues as a result of this measure
as the bill provides for a specific reallocation of local revenues.

An official with the City Court of Lafayette indicated that the funds collected by the court will be divided 70%/30% between
the District’s Public Defender Fund and the City Court’s Indigent Defender Fund. While revenue for the new Lafayette City
Court Indigent Defender Fund would increase by retaining 30% of the collected funds, revenue for the 15th Judicial District
Public Defender Fund would likewise decrease by 30% of the collected funds.

The official indicated that the City Court of Lafayette collected $609,966 in 2018 pursuant to R.S. 15:168(B). The Court
expects to collect approximately $500,000 to $600,000 each year over the next five years. Therefore, the amount retained
by the City Court of Lafayette and not remitted to the District’s Public Defender Fund may range from $150,000 to $180,000
per year.

However, an official with the 15th Judicial District Public Defender Board estimates that the decline in revenue to the District’s
fund will increase from $142,584 in 2019-2020 to $278,800 in 2023-2024.
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