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HLS 20RS-553 ORIGINAL

2020 Regular Session
HOUSE BILL NO. 191

BY REPRESENTATIVE HUVAL

STATE AGENCIES: Provides for parish offices of the Dept. of Children and Family
Services and the Dept. of Health

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 46:54 and to enact Part II-A of Chapter 1 of Title 40 of the
Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, to be comprised of R.S. 40:27.11, relative to the
operations of the Louisiana Department of Health and the Department of Children
and Family Services; to provide for parish offices of the two departments; to
authorize the co-location of such offices; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. Part II-A of Chapter 1 of Title 40 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of
1950, comprised of R.S. 40:27.11, is hereby enacted to read as follows:

PART II-A. PARISH MEDICAID OFFICES

§27.11. Parish Medicaid offices

The Louisiana Department of Health shall establish in each parish of the state

a parish Medicaid office. The department may locate a parish Medicaid office within

a parish health unit provided for in Part II of this Chapter or a parish office of the

Department of Children and Family Services established pursuant to R.S. 46:54.

Section 2. R.S. 46:54 is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
§54. Parish offices

A. There shall be in each parish of the state a parish office of the department;

provided-thatthe. The department may unttetwoormoreparishesand—form=a

distretofftee form district offices to support the operations of parish offices in the
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various regions of the state. All duties and responsibilities set forth in this Chapter

for parish offices shall also apply to the district offices.

B. The department may locate a parish office within a parish health unit

provided for in R.S. 40:12 et seq. or a parish Medicaid office established pursuant

to R.S. 40:27.11.

C. The purposes of the parish offices of the department shall be to facilitate

local administration of state child welfare functions, the Supplemental Nutrition

Assistance Program, the Family Independence Temporary Assistance Program, the

Kinship Care Subsidy Program, and any other program or service as determined by

the secretary of the department.

DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services. It constitutes no part
of the legislative instrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

HB 191 Original 2020 Regular Session Huval

Abstract: Provides for parish offices of the Dept. of Children and Family Services and
parish Medicaid offices of the La. Dept. of Health.

Present law provides that there shall be in each parish of the state a parish office of the
Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS). Provides that DCFS may unite two
or more parishes and form a district office.

Proposed law revises present law to provide all of the following:

(1) There shall be in each parish of the state a parish office of DCFS.

(2) DCFS may form district offices to support the operations of parish offices.

3) DCFS may locate a parish office within either of the following:

(a) A parish health unit provided for in present law.
(b) A parish Medicaid office established pursuant to proposed law.

(4) The purposes of the DCFS parish offices shall be to facilitate local administration of
state child welfare functions, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, the
Family Independence Temporary Assistance Program, the Kinship Care Subsidy
Program, and any other program or service as determined by the secretary of the
department.

Proposed law requires the Louisiana Department of Health (LDH) to establish in each parish

of the state a parish Medicaid office. Authorizes LDH to locate a parish Medicaid office

within either of the following:

Page 2 of 3

CODING: Words in struck-through type are deletions from existing law; words underscored
are additions.



HLS 20RS-553 ORIGINAL
HB NO. 191

(1) A parish health unit provided for in present law.

(2) A DCEFS parish office provided for in present law and proposed law.

(Amends R.S. 46:54; Adds R.S. 40:27.11)
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