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HB 644 Original 2020 Regular Session Jordan

Abstract:  Provides relative to the sequestration of juries in noncapital cases and provides for the
hours during which a jury trial may be conducted.

Present law provides that in noncapital cases, the jury shall be sequestered after the court's charge
and may be sequestered at any time upon order of the court.

Proposed law amends present law to provide that in noncapital cases, the jury shall not be
sequestered except upon order of the court for good cause.

Proposed law requires trials by jury to be conducted during normal working hours, not to begin prior
to 9:00 a.m. nor end after 6:00 p.m., except for good cause determined by the trial court and set forth
in writing.

Proposed law further provides that if a jury trial extends beyond the proposed law hours, additional
meals shall be promptly provided to jurors.

Proposed law provides that ongoing jury deliberations shall not constitute good cause to extend the
jury trial beyond the proposed law hours.  However, upon unanimous agreement of the jurors,
proposed law authorizes the jurors to work beyond the proposed law hours.

(Amends C.Cr.P. Art. 791(C); Adds C.Cr.P. Art. 794.1)


