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Present law provides for the crime of simple assault and defines it as an assault committed without a dangerous weapon.
Proposed law provides for an increased penalty when the crime of simple assault is committed upon a store’s or merchant’s
employee while engaged in the perpetration of or attempted perpetration of theft of goods.

Present law further provides that whoever commits the crime of simple assault shall be fined not more than $200, or
imprisoned for not more than 90 days, or both. Proposed law provides that when the crime of simple assault is committed
upon a store's or merchant's employee while the offender or principal of the offense is engaged in the perpetration or
attempted perpetration of theft of goods, the offender or principal of the offense shall be fined not more than $500 and shall
be imprisoned for not less than 15 days nor more than six months without the benefit of suspension of sentence.

Proposed law may result in an indeterminable increase of Local Funds expenditures for local governing authorities, if a
person is convicted of the crime of simple assault upon a store’s or merchant’s employee while engaged in the perpetration
of or attempted perpetration of theft of goods. A person convicted of simple assault under the provision of proposed law
shall be imprisoned for not less than fifteen days nor more than six months without the benefit of suspension of sentence.
The number of individuals that may be charged with and convicted is unknown and the expenditure impact to the local
governing authorities is therefore indeterminable.

Proposed law may result in an indeterminable increase in Local Funds revenue as a result of potential fines if a person is
convicted of crime of simple assault is committed upon a store’s or merchant’s employee while engaged in the perpetration
of or attempted perpetration of theft of goods. The maximum fine is $500. The sentencing decisions cannot be determined
and the potential revenue impact is therefore unknown.
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