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Proposed law enacts a "Foster Youth's Bill of Rights" to be implemented through the policies and practices of DCFS for
certain youth in foster care. Proposed law enumerates rights for youth in foster care who are ages 14-18 involving privacy;
participation in planning for care including attending court hearings and case plan meetings; a stable and supportive setting
free from neglect and abuse or exploitation; having medical and mental health needs met on a regular and timely basis;
meeting with the youth's caseworker, attorney, and CASA volunteer; access to materials necessary for school and to further
the youth's education; extracurricular activities; the youth's cultural, religious, and ethnic traditions and belief systems;
participation in the Independent Living Skills Program within the youth's region; and the expression and voicing of the
youth's needs, concerns, and desires about foster care.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure. Proposed law creates
the Foster Youth’s Bill of Rights and requires DCFS to promote these rights through its policies and practices. The
department indicates that they will inform foster youths of their rights when they enter foster care. DCFS will also educate
its staff about foster youths’ rights by including it as an agenda item during training sessions.

For illustrative purposes, DCFS currently spends $1.8 M per year to provide the services within the bill of rights to foster
youths age 13-18. The department does not anticipate that this bill will increase the use of these services because foster
youths are already provided information about the availability of these services by their caseworkers.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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