®ffice of tbe ~obernor
~tate

of 1!.ouisfana

P.O. Box 94004

JOHN BEL EDWARDS

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70604-9004

GOV ER NOR

( 225) 342- 7 01 5
GOV.LA.GOV

March 9, 2022

Honorable Clay J. Schexnayder
Speaker of the House
Louisiana House of Representatives
Post Office Box 94062
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9062
RE:

Veto of House Bill I of the 2022 First Extraordinary Session

Dear Speaker Schexnayder:
Please be advised that I have vetoed House Bill 1 of the First Extraordinary Session of

2022.
This bill is the Legislature's effort to conduct the mandatory reapportionment of the
congressional map for the United States House of Representatives. While much work was put into
the development of this map by members of the Legislature, it is clear that the primary rationale
behind the creation and passage of the map was to protect incumbents and to preserve the party
split in the current congressional delegation. In so doing, the Legislature disregarded the shifting
demographics of the state, which unquestionably call for the addition of a second majority minority
district. Specifically, the Black voting age population in the state increased by 4.4% from the 2010
census to the 2020 census, resulting in the Black voting age population making up 31.2%, almost
one-third of the State's population. Instead of accounting for this increase in population, the
Legislature preserved the status quo and enacted a map where Black voters in five of the six
congressional districts are deprived of the opportunity to elect a candidate of their choice.
It is my firm belief that this map violates Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and
further is not in line with the principle of fundamental fairness that should have driven this process.
In choosing this map, the Legislature rejected numerous alternative maps with two majority
minority districts, which happen to be one-third of the six congressional districts, that would have
given more Black voters an opportunity to elect a candidate of their choice. While no electoral
map is perfect, and no map is a guarantee of success for a certain candidate, these alternatives
would have allowed for a fairer allocation of voting strength to a population that has been
historically disadvantaged. As eloquently discussed by Senator Cleo Fields on the floor of the
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Senate, only five Black members from Louisiana have been elected and seated in the United States
House of Representatives since statehood. This injustice cannot continue.
This veto need not be the conclusion of the Legislature's effo11s to create a map that is in
compliance with Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act. There are multiple pre-filed bills for the 2022
Regular Session where the Legislature can - and should - enact a map that creates a second
majority minority seat. By vetoing this bill, I am asking the Legislature to get back to work in a
real effort at compromise and fairness. I remain confident that the Legislature can get this right.
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