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Present law provides that an elementary or secondary school operated by a public postsecondary institution (lab school) is
considered part of the parish school system for the purpose of inclusion in the minimum foundation program. Requires the
Department of Education (LDE) to allocate funds to the public postsecondary institution which shall allocate the funds for the
operation of the lab school. Recognizes lab schools at LSU A&M, Southern A&M, and University of Louisiana at Lafayette
(ULL).

Proposed law adds a laboratory school at the University of Louisiana at Monroe (ULM). Requires any laboratory school
provided for in state law to be authorized by the board of supervisors with jurisdiction over the institution operating the
school. Prohibits the use of funds from being expended to operate the school unless the institution has secured the
necessary facilities either through the use of current resources, private donations, or an Act of the Legislature.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure. There is currently no
lab school operating on the ULM campus. The university anticipates opening a school in FY 24 to serve an estimated 350
students in grades K-12. When that occurs, MFP funds allocated to local school districts from which students transfer will be
redirected to the postsecondary institution (through an Interagency Transfer) for operations of the school. The amount is
indeterminable and will depend upon enrollment of students at the lab school and the number who come from surrounding
public schools. There could be an increase in MFP funding to the extent students transfer from private schools, however no
such projections exist at this time.

The proposed legislation provides that no funds shall be spent to operate the school unless the public postsecondary
education institution operating the school has secured the necessary educational facilities, including classroom capacity,
either through the use of current resources or private donations, or if expressly provided for by an Act of the Legislature. Per
ULM, no new facilities or renovations would be needed, therefore there is no anticipated impact.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure. MFP funds currently
allocated to local public school districts will be redirected to ULM (through an Interagency Transfer) for operations of the
school once the lab school becomes operational and new and existing students transfer to the new school.
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