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Proposed legislation expands the definition of “health care provider” within the LA Telehealth Access Act to include “licensed,
certified, or registered addiction counselor, licensed, certified, or registered prevention professional, certified compulsive
gambling counselor, behavioral health provider who works for a licensed agency or credentialed provider which provides
community psychiatric support and treatment services or psychosocial rehabilitation services.”

The federal public health emergency (PHE) currently permits these providers to offer services remotely. This measure would
allow the continuance of current practice after the PHE expires. This legislation would also direct the Addictive Disorder
Regulatory Authority to promulgate rules and regulations for these providers and their provision of telehealth services to
comply with the standards of the LA Telehealth Access Act.

The Louisiana Department of Health notes these practices have been in effect since January 2020 and they did not observe a
marginal increase in utilization of services provided by addiction counselors, prevention professionals, compulsive gambling
counselors or relevant behavioral health providers that could be solely attributed to the expansion of telehealth access
during the Covid-19 pandemic. It is not anticipated that adding these providers to the definition of health care providers
under the LA Telehealth Access Act will result in a significant or determinable increase in rendered services or expenditures.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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