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Dear Speaker Schexnayder:
Please be advised that | have vetoed House Bill 359 of the Regular Session of 2022.

This bill appears to be in response to the narrative advanced by some groups that the federal
government is sending directives or guidance to local election officials to improperly expand voting or
influence elections. House Bill 359 would require any election official to obtain the permission of the House
and Senate Governmental Affairs Committees before implementing any “federal directive or guidance
pertaining to elections without an explicit state or federal directive to do so.” This would mean that a local
election official would potentially be prohibited from implementing a best practice recommended by a federal
agency unless approved by both legislative committees. This would directly inject a political influence into the
manner in which voter registrations and elections are conducted. Further, given that elections are conducted
by local officials and the executive branch, this law also violates Article 2, Section 2 of the Louisiana
Constitution.

I am proud that Louisiana did not make efforts to restrict voting or otherwise limit participation in our
democracy like many other states did after the 2020 election. The state and local officials should make every
effort to encourage people to vote, make it easier for them to vote, and make sure every legal vote is counted.
This bill does not further that goal, and it should not become law.
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