
RÉSUMÉ DIGEST

ACT 395 (HB 852) 2022 Regular Session Schlegel

New law creates a program for certain public school students in pre-kindergarten through the
5th grade in which books and other reading materials are sent to the students' homes.

Provides that a public school student who is in one of the following categories is eligible for
the program:

(1) Enrolled in pre-kindergarten and did not score satisfactorily on the literacy section
of the Early Childhood Assessment administered by the state Dept. of Education
(DOE).

(2) Enrolled in kindergarten or the first, second, or third grade and reads below grade
level or is at risk for reading difficulties according to a literacy assessment.

(3) Enrolled in the fourth or fifth grade and scored below mastery in English language
arts on the state assessment in the prior school year.

(4) Enrolled in kindergarten through the 5th grade, lacks a literacy or English language
arts assessment result, and is recommended for the program by an English teacher.

Requires the DOE to administer the program.  Further requires the department to:

(1) Publish information about the program on the department website.

(2) Provide marketing materials to schools and school districts.

(3) Develop a list of books for each grade level.

(4) Report by Oct. 30 annually the number of participating students on the department
website.

Requires public school governing authorities to establish a schedule for participating students
to receive books.

Provides that the program shall be implemented based on the appropriation of funds. 
Authorizes DOE to make adjustments to the program based on the availability of funds.

Effective August 1, 2022.

(Adds R.S. 17:4033.1)


