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HB 207 Original 2024 Regular Session Villio

Abstract:  Provides relative to clemency procedures.

Present law (R.S. 15:572(A)) provides for the governor's power to grant reprieves, pardons,
commutations, and remit fines and forfeitures.

Proposed law retains present law.

Proposed law provides that within 90 days of receiving the Board of Pardons' favorable
recommendation for commutation of a criminal sentence, the governor shall notify the following
individuals before commuting a criminal sentence:

(1) The district attorney, the sheriff of the parish in which the applicant was convicted, and in
Orleans Parish, the superintendent of police.

(2) The victim or the spouse or next of kin of a deceased victim.

Proposed law provides that the governor shall approve or reject a favorable recommendation for
commutation within 180 days of receipt of the recommendation from the Board of Pardons.

Present law (R.S. 15:572.4(E)(1)) provides that when the governor takes no action on a
recommendation for clemency issued by the board, the person seeking clemency shall not be required
to reapply to the board and the recommendation shall not expire upon the expiration of the
governor's term in office and may be reviewed by the next governor to take office.

Proposed law retains present law.

Proposed law provides that when the governor takes no action on a recommendation for clemency
issued by the board that involves commutation of a criminal sentence, the person seeking clemency
shall be required to reapply to the board and the recommendation shall expire upon the expiration
of the 180 days provided in proposed law.

Present law provides that the board shall adopt rules pursuant to the Administrative Procedure Act
to provide for the provisions of present law, but the rules shall not require the person seeking
clemency to reapply when no action is taken by the governor on the board's recommendation that the
person receive clemency.



Proposed law amends present law to add an exception for proposed law as it relates to when no
action is taken by the governor within 180 days of receipt of the board's recommendation that the
person receive clemency.

(Amends R.S. 15:572(A) and 572.4(E))


