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There is no cost to coroners to enter unidentified remains into the NamUs database. However, because it is responsible for
entering remains into NamUs on behalf of many parishes across the state, Louisiana State University (LSU) Forensic
Anthropology and Computer Enhancement Services (FACES) Laboratory reports that it may require an additional Research
Associate II position at approximately $68,232 per year in salary and benefits within the next two or three years to handle
the increased workload of entering information on unidentified remains into NamUs within the 10 working day time period
required by the proposed law. It is indeterminable whether this position will ultimately be necessary, or if the task of
entering information into NamUs at the FACES Lab could be handled by a part-time employee or a graduate student.

The FACES Lab reports that it currently enters unidentified remains into the NamUs database if the decedent is still
unidentified after all analyses and tests are completed, and that this process takes significantly longer than 10 days.
Additionally, not all sets of unidentified remains are submitted to the FACES Lab within 10 days of discovery. If the proposed
law leads coroners to submit remains to the lab sooner than they otherwise would, the FACES Lab reports that it may
require an additional employee to handle the workload of entering remains into the database. In addition, many smaller
parishes do not currently utilize the FACES Lab because they are able to identify remains more easily. The deadline imposed
by the bill may cause more parishes to begin relying on the FACES Lab for NamUs entry.

Proposed law appears to expand the definition of “unidentified” to include any remains for which the next-of-kin cannot be
contacted within ten working days, which may include cases where the remains are identified but next-of-kin cannot be
reached. This combined with the shorter timeframe in which to identify remains may lead to an increased workload for
coroners to enter remains into the NamUs database. However, it is indeterminable whether this would require any additional
positions within coroners’ offices.

Present law provides that the coroner or his designee shall make every reasonable effort to notify the next of kin for all
cases within his jurisdiction. Proposed law retains present law and requires the coroner or his designee to enter all available
identifying features of unidentified remains into the National Missing and Unidentified Persons System (NamUs) if they are
unable to notify the next of kin by the tenth working day after the latter of viewing the body or commencement of
investigation into the cause and manner of death.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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