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Proposed law would increase Federal expenditures by $420,000 at the Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF)
annually beginning in FY 25. Proposed law requires LDAF to implement a training program for volunteer firefighters on forest
fire and wildfire suppression. LDAF estimates the cost of this training program at $420,000 annually and reports potentially
funding the costs through a FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) grant for the initial three years with the intent to
continue applying for these federal grants to fund the program after the first three years.

LDAF internal training includes access to online National Wildlife Coordinating Group courses including required courses:
Firefighter Training, Introduction to Wildland Fire Behavior, and Human Factors in the Wildland Fire Service. The department
also conducts training for Wildland Fire Safety Training Annual Refresher and a heavy equipment academy. The department
is incorporating ways to include external participants including volunteer firefighters in these training programs. LDAF would
offer basic courses quarterly and intermediate courses twice yearly in each of the six administrative regions. Advanced
classes will be offered yearly in a centralized location. Additionally, LDAF will conduct a two-day tabletop exercise training
event that is anticipated to be held annually.

Note: According to the State Fire Marshall there are 11,888 volunteer firefighters in Louisiana.

Proposed law requires the state forester within the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) to establish a
training program for volunteer firefighters on proper wildland fighting practices and procedures.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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Provides relative to training for volunteer firefighters on forest fire and wildfire suppression. (gov sig)
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