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Present law authorizes sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, constables, and justices of the peace to impound livestock found roaming at
large on any public highway of this state, where it is prohibited. Proposed law retains present law and further authorizes the
animal control authority of the parish to take possession and impound the livestock. Present law authorizes sheriffs to give
notice, by advertising in a newspaper of general circulation within the parish, that the livestock found at large on a public
highway has been taken possession of by someone. Proposed law retains present law and further authorizes the option for
the animal control authority of the parish in which the livestock was found to give notice. Present law provides that if after
notice has been provided and the owner does not appear, the livestock will be sold and authorizes the sheriff to advertise, in
a newspaper within the parish, where the sale will take place, the fact of the sale, and the date. Proposed law retains
present law and further authorizes the option for the animal control authority of the parish in which the livestock was found
at large to advertise where the sale will take place by the parish government's public notice procedure.

To the extent that an animal control authority takes custody of livestock, as opposed to any sheriff, deputy sheriff,
constable, or justice of the peace, proposed law may result in indeterminable increased expenses incurred by local parishes
related to transporting, feeding, and boarding livestock. Present law states all sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, constables, and
justices of the peace shall, and any other person may, take possession of an impound any livestock found at large. Proposed
law adds animal control authorities to the list of entities that shall take into custody and impound livestock found at large on
certain state highways. Proposed law does not establish a priority among the entities that shall enforce proposed law.

To the extent that proposed law elicits enforcement of livestock impoundment by an animal control authority, and to the
extent that proceeds from an auction of impounded livestock exceed the costs associated with impounding, feeding, and
caring for that livestock, local funds may increase. Present law requires those funds be paid into the state treasury. The
treasury reports those fees are not currently collected.
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