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Present law authorizes the Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) to establish a financing program that provides
grants and loans to healthy food retailers that increase access to fresh fruits and vegetables in underserved communities.
Current law stipulates that the program is effective only to the extent LDAF has funds available. This effectiveness provision
is removed in proposed law. Additionally, allows eligible projects to receive funding more than once.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure. The Department of
Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) previously funded this program through federal grants from the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) grants received from the Louisiana Office of Community Development. This funding is no
longer available as of September 2023. To continue the program in FY 25 and beyond, LDAF would require an alternative
source of funding or a specific appropriation by the legislature.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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