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Current law allows courts to order evaluations of a party or a child in a custody or visitation proceeding for good cause shown and provides
rules regarding the use of licensed mental health evaluations in child custody or visitation proceedings. Proposed law clarifies that
evaluations are mental health evaluations; allows the court to take into consideration the ability of the parties to the mental health or child
custody evaluation to pay; allows the court to preliminarily allocate costs at the outset and reserve the right to reallocate costs upon
conclusion of the mental health or child custody evaluation; requires any mental health professional appointed by the court in a case
where domestic abuse is an issue to have current and demonstrable training and experience working with perpetrators of domestic
violence; requires a licensed mental health professional that serves as a court-ordered child custody evaluator to have completed at least
5 co-evaluations under direct supervision; mandates child custody evaluators to serve as witnesses; provides that no indigent parent shall
be denied the opportunity to depose, cross-examine, or otherwise challenge a court-appointed licensed mental health professional in the
same manner as a non-indigent parent, and any fees or costs incurred in any such deposition shall be considered a right of a party
permitted to litigate without payment of costs.

Proposed law may result in an indeterminable increase in Local Funds expenditures to local courts, to the extent that indigent parents are
permitted to litigate without payment of costs in matters involving the deposition or challenge to a court-appointed licensed mental health
professional or child custody evaluator offering opinion testimony as evidence in a child custody or visitation proceeding. Proposed law
has the effect of expanding rights provided to parties to litigate without the payment of costs (specifically in depositions or challenges to a
court-appointed licensed mental health professional or child custody evaluator offering opinion testimony as evidence), which may
increase costs to local courts for incurring those expenditures on behalf of indigent parents in child custody or visitation proceedings. The
exact fiscal impact to local courts is indeterminable, as it is unknown the number of indigent parents that will attempt to invoke this right,
the resulting expenditures that may be incurred by the courts as a result, or if whether these costs may be reallocated at the conclusion of
the child custody or visitation hearings.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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