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Proposed law will result in an increase in SGF expenditures for the Department of State and Local Funds for Registrar of Voters (ROV) in
parishes with a population between 19,001 and 30,000. Proposed law allows parishes with a population between 19,001 and 30,000 to
hire an additional ROV staff member. There are currently 13 parishes in the state that have a population between 19,001 and 30,000 that
would be eligible to hire a new unclassified employee. The Secretary of State reports that this position will be a Confidential Assistant.
Under current law, the Department of State is responsible for 50% of salaries and 100% of paid early voting overtime, and the costs for
related benefits vary by person. The salaries for Confidential Assistants are provided for in RS 18:59. The table below depicts the costs per
person based on the entrance salary (Step 1 on the payscale) and the maximum exposure of related benefits of Confidential Assistants.

Early Voting Total         Related Total Cost
Salary Overtime Wages Benefits Per Person

State Portion $14,391 $7,679 $22,070 $18,095 $40,164
Local Portion $14,391 $0 $14,391 $3,099 $17,489
Total $28,781 $7,679 $36,460 $21,194 $57,654

For 13 parishes, the state total costs would be $562,296 ($40,164 x 13), and the local costs are estimated to be $244,846 ($17,489 x
13). The department indicates that employees are eligible to receive up to two step increase raises per year, which is an approximately
6.1% increase every year. Below are the total costs by fiscal year.

FY 25 FY 26 FY 27 FY 28 FY 29
State Portion $522,132 $553,982 $587,775 $623,629 $661,671
Local Portion $227,357 $241,226 $255,941 $271,553 $288,118
Total $749,489 $795,208 $843,716 $895,182 $949,789

The Department of State also reports that not all parishes have adequate office space to hire an additional position. To the extent they
hire someone and require additional space, costs will increase accordingly. Any necessary equipment and office supplies will be provided
by the Registrar of Voters and not the state. If any of the 13 Registrar of Voters authorized to hire an additional staff member
under this measure chooses not to hire additional staff, costs will decrease accordingly. According to committee testimony,
seven parishes have indicated they are prepared to hire the additional staff member for a minimum exposure of $403,571
($281,148 SGF + $122,423 Local Funds).

Proposed law provides that parishes with a population between 19,001 and 65,000 can have a maximum of three positions in the Registrar
of Voters office. Under current law, parishes that have a population of less than 30,000 are only allowed to have two positions.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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