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Constitutional amendment to provide for elections to fill newly-created judgeships and judicial vacancies and for exceptions
as to courts of limited or specialized jurisdictions. (2/3 - CA13s1(A)) (Item #20)

Current law provides that a vacancy of a judge shall be filled by special election called by the governor and held within
twelve months after the day on which the vacancy occurs or judgeship is established, except when the vacancy occurs in the
last twelve months of an existing term; provides that an appointee to a vacancy that is filled is ineligible as a candidate at
the election to fill the vacancy or newly created judicial office. Proposed law provides that a vacancy or newly created
judgeship shall be filled by special election called by the governor and held on the election date first available pursuant to
applicable law; provides that if the date of the next gubernatorial or congressional election is within twelve months of the
date of when a judgeship is established or vacancy occurred, then the special election shall be held in the next gubernatorial
or special election, if the special election can be held on that date in accordance with law; provides that the proposed law
(constitutional amendment) shall be submitted to voters at a statewide election to be held on 11/15/25 or at another
statewide election authorized by law, whichever occurs first.

EXPENDITURES 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 5 -YEAR TOTAL
State Gen. Fd. $0 SEE BELOW $0 $0 $0 $0
Agy. Self-Gen. $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Ded./Other $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Federal Funds $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Local Funds $0 SEE BELOW SEE BELOW SEE BELOW SEE BELOW $0
Annual Total $0 $0
REVENUES 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 5 -YEAR TOTAL
State Gen. Fd. $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Agy. Self-Gen. $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Ded./Other $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Federal Funds $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Local Funds $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
lAnnual Total $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

EXPENDITURE EXPLANATION

The proposed law will result in a net expenditure increase of $3.3 M SGF in the Department of State and may result in cost
savings in future fiscal years.

Department of State and Local Governments

The proposed constitutional amendment may result in cost savings to the Department of State and local governments when
holding a special election for a newly created judgeship or vacancy. The proposed constitutional amendment requires any
special election be held on the next available election date unless the date of the next gubernatorial or congressional election
date is within twelve months of the vacancy or establishment of a judgeship, in which case the special election must be held
at the next gubernatorial or congressional election. If the proposed constitutional amendment changes the timing of
elections to align the dates with elections currently scheduled, then the Department of State and local governments may
realize cost savings by not having to pay for a special election outside of a regular election date or outside of a statewide
election day. For those local governments that would conduct a special election outside of the twelve-month period, the cost
normally imposed is $1,500 per precinct in Local Funds expenditures.

Note: The Department of State may incur additional election costs to place constitutional amendments on the ballot on
November 15, 2025. The department has estimated a budget of approximately $4.1 M in FY 26 for the November election.
At this time, no statewide initiatives are contemplated in the budget. If a statewide election is required for voters to
contemplate constitutional amendments or other statewide measures, the Department of State will require an additional
appropriation in FY 26. The estimated cost of holding a statewide election is $7 M. An additional $2.9 M would be needed to
transition the election to a statewide election for all parishes and precincts.

REVENUE EXPLANATION
There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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