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HOUSE BILL NO. 498

BY REPRESENTATIVE PHELPS

Prefiled pursuant to Article III, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

HOSPITALS:  Creates an exception to hospital credentialing requirements in certain
circumstances

1 AN ACT

2 To enact R.S. 40:2109.4, relative to the authority to practice in a healthcare facility; to

3 establish emergency privileges; to provide for qualifications; to establish time

4 sensitive requirements; to provide for definitions; and to provide for related matters.

5 Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

6 Section 1. R.S. 40:2109.4 is hereby enacted to read as follows: 

7 § 2109.4  Emergency privileges

8 A.(1)  A transferring hospital shall grant emergency privileges to a qualified

9 healthcare professional to provide care to a patient admitted to the transferring

10 hospital for a limited purpose and duration.

11 (2)  A healthcare professional shall be granted emergency privileges to

12 provide care if he is performing a unique procedure intended to stabilize the patient

13 for transfer to another hospital or healthcare facility, and the healthcare professional

14 is credentialed to perform the same unique procedure at the hospital receiving the

15 patient.  A healthcare professional shall provide and the transferring hospital shall

16 verify the credential from the receiving hospital.

17 (3)  The emergency privileges to provide care are valid for the duration of the

18 unique procedure.

Page 1 of 2

CODING:  Words in struck through type are deletions from existing law; words underscored
are additions.



HLS 25RS-520 ORIGINAL
HB NO. 498

1 B.(1)  A healthcare professional shall inform the transferring hospital that he

2 intends to seek emergency privileges to provide care prior to departing for the

3 hospital.

4 (2)  The transferring hospital shall grant the authority to provide care within

5 one hour of receiving the notice described in Paragraph (1) of this Subsection.

6 C.  For the purposes of this Section, the following terms have the following

7 meanings:

8 (1)  "Healthcare professional" means a physician and any associated staff

9 necessary to complete a unique procedure.

10 (2)  "Unique procedure" means a treatment such as extracorporeal membrane

11 oxygenation and procedures associated with organ transplantation.

DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services.  It constitutes no part
of the legislative instrument.  The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent.  [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

HB 498 Original 2025 Regular Session Phelps

Abstract: Requires a hospital to grant emergency privileges that allow a healthcare
professional to perform a unique procedure on a patient in hospital where he is not
generally authorized to practice medicine.

Proposed law requires a hospital transferring a patient to another hospital to grant emergency
privileges that allow a qualified healthcare professional to administer a unique procedure to
a patient admitted to the transferring hospital.

Proposed law states that a healthcare professional shall qualify for emergency privileges if
he is performing a unique procedure intended to stabilize a patient, and he is credentialed
to provide the same procedure in the hospital receiving the patient.

Proposed law provides that emergency privileges are valid for the duration of the unique
procedure. 

Proposed law states that the healthcare professional shall provide notice to the transferring
hospital that he intends to perform a unique procedure at the visiting hospital, and the
hospital has one hour from receiving the notice to grant emergency privileges. 

Proposed law defines terms.

(Adds R.S. 40:2109.4)
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