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Proposed law adds honorably discharged veterans to the retired military category of combination licenses that can be
purchased for $20. Proposed law clarifies that donations received by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
(LDWF) for the benefit of disabled veterans can be used to purchase their license or a commemorative durable hard card
containing license information. Proposed law outlines the documentation required to prove eligibility to qualify as an
honorably discharged veteran.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure. However, Act 449 of
the 2024 RS requires LDWF to maintain an accounting of lost revenue from the sale of discounted or free hunting licenses,
and shall include the amount of lost revenue in its annual budget request. Though the proposed law does not lead to a
change in the overall expenditure amount, if the proposed law results in a revenue decrease (See revenue explanation
below), expenditures out of the Conservation Fund may decrease and, subject to appropriation by the legislature, SGF
expenditures may increase.

Proposed law will likely result in a decrease in revenue collections deposited into the Conservation Fund. The proposed law
would allow honorably discharged veterans to purchase a combination hunting and fishing license for $20, which is a
reduction from $100.

Currently, there are 261,000 veterans in Louisiana, and it is estimated that 78% of veterans have been honorably
discharged. Proposed law would reduce collections on hunting and fishing licenses for honorably discharged veterans by $80
per individual. The department believes approximately 8% or 16,286 honorably discharged veterans will purchase a
combination license resulting in lost revenue for the Conservation Fund of $1,302,912 ($80 X 16,286).

For illustrative purposes, if the proposed law changes market behavior and 10% of veterans purchased licenses, the annual
lost revenue for the Conservation Fund would be $1,628,640. If the proposed law changes market behavior and 20% of
veterans purchased licenses, the annual lost revenue for the Conservation Fund would be $3,257,280.
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