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Present law provides for admission by emergency certificate (executed by a medical provider) for individuals in need of
immediate care and treatment in a facility who have been determined to be a danger to themselves or others by a medical
provider or are gravely disabled.
Present law requires the medical provider to execute the emergency certificate attesting that the individual is unwilling or
unable to seek voluntary admission.
Proposed law adds a provision on the certificate to state that the person is willing to seek voluntary admission upon arrival
at the treating facility.
Proposed law provides that if the certificate states that the person is willing to seek voluntary admission upon arrival at the
treating facility, the person shall be assessed pursuant to the provisions of R.S. 28:52 or R.S. 25:52.2, as applicable, at the
time of the initial psychiatric evaluation at the treating facility.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure. Proposed law will
have no expenditure impact to the Louisiana Department of Health (LDH) or the State Board of Medical Examiners (SBME) to
modify the physician’s emergency certificate by adding a provision to state that a person is willing to seek voluntary
admission. LDH reports that the Office of Behavioral Health (OBH) is solely responsible for publishing emergency certificates
online, which are updated at no cost. There is no expenditure impact on the Medicaid program, as coverage depends on
meeting the Medical Necessity Criteria (MNC) for admission; adding a provision for voluntary admission will not affect this.
SBME reports that its role is limited to licensing and regulating medical providers and does not extend to the emergency
certificate process.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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