
ENROLLED

2025 First Extraordinary Session

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 1

BY REPRESENTATIVES ILLG, ADAMS, AMEDEE, BACALA, BAYHAM,
BEAULLIEU, BERAULT, BILLINGS, BOURRIAQUE, BOYD, BOYER, BRASS,
BUTLER, CARLSON, CARRIER, ROBBY CARTER, CARVER, CHASSION,
CHENEVERT, COATES, COX, DESHOTEL, DEVILLIER, DEWITT,
DICKERSON, DOMANGUE, EDMONSTON, EGAN, FIRMENT, FISHER,
FONTENOT, FREEMAN, FREIBERG, GLORIOSO, HEBERT, HENRY,
HILFERTY, HORTON, MIKE JOHNSON, JORDAN, KERNER, KNOX,
LAFLEUR, JACOB LANDRY, MANDIE LANDRY, TERRY LANDRY,
LARVADAIN, LYONS, MACK, MARCELLE, MCFARLAND, MELERINE,
MENA, MOORE, NEWELL, OWEN, RISER, ROMERO, SCHAMERHORN,
SCHLEGEL, SPELL, ST. BLANC, TAYLOR, THOMAS, THOMPSON, TURNER,
WALTERS, WILDER, WRIGHT, AND WYBLE

1 A RESOLUTION

2 To urge and request the Congress of the United States to enact legislation authorizing

3 reimbursement to states that use non-federal funds to continue providing

4 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits during a federal

5 government shutdown.

6 WHEREAS, SNAP is a federally funded benefit administered through the United

7 States Department of Agriculture (USDA) that provides essential food assistance to

8 low-income individuals and families in Louisiana; and

9 WHEREAS, approximately eight hundred thousand Louisiana residents rely on

10 SNAP each month, representing a lifeline for children, seniors, and persons with disabilities;

11 and

12 WHEREAS, SNAP benefits risk suspension due to a lapse in federal appropriations

13 as a result of the federal shutdown, leaving vulnerable families without necessary assistance;

14 and

15 WHEREAS, as a result of the risk to SNAP benefits, the Louisiana Department of

16 Health has developed a plan to use approximately one hundred and fifty million dollars of

17 the state's funds previously appropriated to the department to continue SNAP benefits in

18 November; and 

19 WHEREAS, while Louisiana's action ensures continuity of aid, such expenditures

20 constitute the use of state funds for a federal obligation and present a significant fiscal risk

21 to the state; and 
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1 WHEREAS, under federal law, the USDA lacks authority to reimburse states for

2 fronting SNAP benefits during a lapse in appropriations absent express congressional

3 authorization; and 

4 WHEREAS, Congress has established a clear precedent for such reimbursement,

5 most notably in Public Law 113-46 (Continuing Appropriations Act, 2014), which provides

6 that "[i]f a State (or another Federal grantee) used State funds ... to continue carrying out a

7 Federal program ... the State ... shall be reimbursed for expenses that would have been paid

8 by the Federal Government during such period had appropriations been available"; and

9 WHEREAS, the House of Representatives of the Legislature of Louisiana finds it fair

10 and necessary that the federal government again adopt such language to protect states acting

11 in good faith to maintain federally funded programs during an appropriation lapse.

12  THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Representatives of the

13 Legislature of Louisiana does hereby urge the United States Congress to enact legislation

14 authorizing reimbursement to states that use non-federal funds to continue providing SNAP

15 benefits during a federal government shutdown.

16 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the House of Representatives of the Legislature

17 of Louisiana does hereby recognize that Louisiana's action to protect its citizens during a

18 federal funding lapse should not result in a permanent financial burden on the state and that

19 Congress should act swiftly to guarantee repayment to all participating states. 

20 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the

21 presiding officers of the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Congress of the

22 United States of America and to each member of the Louisiana congressional delegation.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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