The original instrument and the following digest, which constitutes no part of the
legislative instrument, were prepared by Senate Legislative Services. The keyword,
summary, and digest do not constitute part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative
intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

DIGEST
SB 29 Original 2026 Regular Session McMath

Present law requires the coroner to perform or cause to be performed an autopsy in all cases of
infants under the age of one year who die unexpectedly without explanation.

Proposed law expands the requirement to children under the age of 15 who die unexpectedly without
explanation.

Present law requires the autopsies to include microscopic and toxicology studies.

Proposed law additionally requires a review of the child's immunization records through the state
immunization registry.

Proposed law requires the coroner to document in the autopsy report any immunizations
administered to the child within 90 days before the child's death.

Present law requires the coroner to notify the director of the parish health unit if he finds that the
cause of death was Sudden Infant Death Syndrome.

Proposed law requires the coroner to report to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and
the National Institutes of Health's Sudden Unexpected Infant Death and Sudden Death in the Young
Case Registry if he finds that the cause of death was Sudden Infant Death Syndrome, Sudden
Unexpected Infant Death, Sudden Arrhythmic Death Syndrome, or Sudden Death in the Young.
Effective August 1, 2026.

(Amends R.S. 13:5713(C))



