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HOUSE BILL NO. 571

BY REPRESENTATIVE LAFLEUR

COURTS/COURT COSTS:  Provides relative to creating the Complex Litigation Section
Program in the Nineteenth Judicial District Court

1 AN ACT

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 13:842.4(Section heading) and to repeal R.S. 13:842.4(D),

3 relative to the establishment of the Complex Litigation Section Program in the

4 Nineteenth Judicial District Court; to provide for the permanent creation of the

5 program; and to provide for related matters.

6 Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

7 Section 1.  R.S. 13:842.4(Section heading) is hereby amended and reenacted to read

8 as follows: 

9 §842.4.  Complex Litigation Section Pilot Program; filing fees; Nineteenth Judicial

10 District Court

11 *          *          *

12 Section 2.  R.S. 13:842.4(D) is hereby repealed in its entirety. 

DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services.  It constitutes no part
of the legislative instrument.  The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent.  [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

HB 571 Original 2026 Regular Session LaFleur

Abstract:  Authorizes the establishment of the Complex Litigation Section Pilot Program
in the 19th JDC.

Present law provides for definitions and provides certain factors to determine if a case may
be referred to the Complex Litigation Section.
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Present law authorizes the 19th JDC to establish the Complex Litigation Section Pilot
Program and provides for additional filing fees in complex litigation cases.

Present law provides that the clerk of court may demand and receive a filing of $200 for
each case referred to the Complex Litigation Section.

Present law requires the clerk of court to collect all monies generated pursuant to present law
and forward to the 19th JDC for placement into a separate account designated as the
Complex Litigation Section Fund.  Provides further that the court shall keep accurate
records, shall cause to be conducted an annual audit, and shall file the audit with the office
of the legislative auditor.

Present law provides that the Complex Litigation Section Pilot Program shall be effective
for two years unless extended by the legislature.
 
Proposed law repeals present law regarding the temporary nature of the program and makes
the program permanent.

Proposed law establishes the Complex Litigation Section Program and otherwise retains
present law.

(Amends R.S. 13:842.4(Section heading); Repeals R.S. 13:842.4(D))
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