The original instrument and the following digest, which constitutes no part of the
legislative instrument, were prepared by Senate Legislative Services. The keyword,
summary, and digest do not constitute part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative
intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

DIGEST
SB 240 Original 2026 Regular Session Barrow

Present law requires all public and nonpublic prekindergarten programs to comply with the child
welfare minimum standards provided for in present law.

Proposed law retains present law.

Present law additionally requires all nonpublic prekindergarten programs to be licensed as early
learning centers.

Proposed law retains present law and requires all public prekindergarten programs to be licensed as
early learning centers.

Present law provides exemptions from early learning center licensure for prekindergarten programs

attached to a public day school and La. Montessori accredited and provisionally accredited approved
schools.

Proposed law repeals present law.
Present law provides for Type I, Type II, and Type III early learning center licenses.
Proposed law creates a Type IV license for any early learning center that is attached to a school.

Present law requires all early learning centers to receive approval from the La. Dept. of Health as a
requirement for licensure as an early learning center.

Proposed law provides that Type IV early learning centers shall by inspected by the La. Dept. of
Health pursuant to rules and regulations that are applicable to schools.

Present law requires all early learning center employees to receive training in recognition and
prevention of shaken baby syndrome.

Proposed law exempts Type IV early learning centers from the requirement.

Present law establishes the Advisory Council on Early Childhood Care and Education and provides
for the membership of the council.

Proposed law adds a representative of a Type IV early learning center selected by the state
superintendent of education to the council.



Present law creates the Early Childhood Care and Education Commission and provides for the
membership of the commission.

Proposed law adds a representative of a Type IV early learning center appointed by the president of
the Senate and a representative of a Type IV early learning center appointed by the speaker of the
House of Representatives to the commission.

Present law requires all school employees and early learning center employees to undergo a criminal
background check and state central registry check prior to employment by the school or early
learning center.

Proposed law provides that early learning center background check requirements shall not apply to
any Type IV early learning center employee who has complied with the criminal history background
check and state central registry check requirements to be employed by the school attached to the
early learning center.

Effective upon signature of the governor or lapse of time for gubernatorial action.
(Amends R.S. 17:24.8(A)(2) and (B), 407.33(5) and (7), 407.34, 407.35(A), 407.36(D),

407.40(A)(7) and (B)(1)(b); adds R.S. 17:407.36(E), 407.42(A)(3), 407.51(A)(13), and
407.101(C)(1)(qq) and (1))



