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2026 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 748

BY REPRESENTATIVE BRAUD

HIGHWAYS:  Provides that any Louisiana school board owned vehicles be exempt from
paying tolls on any bridges and highways in the state

1 AN ACT

2 To amend R.S. 17:157 (A) and (B), relative to toll exemptions on bridges and highways for

3 all Louisiana school board-owned vehicles; to provide for the free passage of all

4 Louisiana school board-owned vehicles over all public tolled ferries operated by the

5 state; to provide for the free passage of all Louisiana school board-owned vehicles

6 over all public tolled roads and bridges operated by the state; and to provide for

7 related matters.

8 Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

9 Section 1.  R.S. 17:157(A) and (B) are hereby enacted to read as follows:

10 §157.  Ferries, roads, and toll bridges; free passage to students; free passage to

11 school board-owned vehicles

12 A.  The free right of passage over all public ferries which are leased out or

13 controlled by the state, parish, or municipality, excluding the Greater New Orleans

14 Expressway, for which license is paid or toll exacted, shall provide for free passage

15 of all students in their passage to and from school between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and

16 9:30 a.m., and between 2:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m., and any other vehicle owned and

17 operated by Louisiana school boards, provided that rules are adopted in accordance

18 with the provisions of Subsection C of this Section.

19 B.  The free right of passage over all bridges and roads which are leased out

20 or controlled by the state, parish, or municipality, excluding the Greater New Orleans
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1 Expressway, for which license is paid or toll exacted, shall provide for free passage

2 of all students on a school bus, as defined in R.S. 32:1, in their passage to and from

3 school between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 9:30 a.m., and between 2:30 p.m. and 9:30

4 p.m., and any other vehicle owned and operated by Louisiana school boards,

5 provided that rules are adopted in accordance with the provisions of Subsection C

6 of this Section.

7 *          *          *

DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services.  It constitutes no part
of the legislative instrument.  The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent.  [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

HB 748 Original 2026 Regular Session Braud

Abstract:  Exempts any motor vehicle owned by Louisiana school boards from paying tolls
on all bridges and highways in Louisiana, except the Greater New Orleans
Expressway.

Present law requires free right of passage over all public tolled ferries which are leased out
and controlled by the state, parish, or municipality, excluding the Greater N.O. Expressway,
to all students in their passage to and from school between 6:00 a.m and 9:30 a.m. and
between 2:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m., provided that rules are adopted in accordance with present
law.

Proposed law retains present law and requires that all La. school board-owned vehicles
traveling over all public tolled ferries operated by the state have free right of passage.
Maintains the exception applicable to the Greater N.O. Expressway.

Present law requires free right of passage over all public tolled bridges and roads which are
leased out and controlled by the state, parish, or municipality, excluding the Greater N.O.
Expressway, to all students in their passage to and from school between 6:00 a.m and 9:30
a.m. and between 2:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m., provided that rules are adopted in accordance
with present law.

Proposed law retains present law and requires that all La. school board-owned vehicles
traveling over all public tolled bridges and roads operated by the state have free right of
passage.

(Amends R.S. 17:157(A) and (B))
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