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HLS 26RS-1154 ORIGINAL

2026 Regular Session
HOUSE BILL NO. 906

BY REPRESENTATIVE BILLINGS

ELECTIONS/CANDIDATES: Provides for the nominating petition for presidential
candidates

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 18:1280.22(A) and (B)(3)(b), relative to nominating petitions for
candidates for presidential nominee; to provide for the required number of
signatures; to provide for requirements for voters who sign the nominating petition;
and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 18:1280.22(A) and (B)(3)(b) are hereby amended and reenacted to
read as follows:
§1280.22. Candidates; procedure for qualifying
A. Candidates for presidential nominee shall qualify in accordance with
procedures established by the party. Prior to qualification as a candidate of a
political party for presidential nominee, a person shall pay a qualifying fee of one
thousand dollars and any additional fees as authorized by R.S. 18:464(B)(5) and (C)
or shall have obtained a nominating petition, bearing the handwritten signatures of

no less than ene-thousand- two thousand five hundred registered voters affiliated

with the party, not less than two hundred fifty of which shall be from each of the

congressional districts into which the state is divided. If the candidate is qualifying
by paying a fee, the fee shall be paid in cash, by certified or cashier's check drawn
on a state or national bank or credit union, by United States postal money order, or

by a money order issued by a state or national bank or credit union.
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€)

(b) Each In addition to his signature, each voter who signs a nominating

petition shall meludethtsname—and-restdence—address provide the information

required by R.S. 18:3. Once a voter has signed a nominating petition, he may not

withdraw the nomination.

DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services. It constitutes no part
of the legislative instrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

HB 906 Original 2026 Regular Session Billings

Abstract: Provides for the required number of signatures for a nominating petition for a
presidential nominee and provides for the required information to be included with
a voter's signature on a nominating petition.

Present law (R.S. 18:1280.22(A) provides the manner in which a candidate for presidential
nominee shall qualify. Provides that a candidate, prior to qualifying, shall either pay a
qualifying fee of $1,000 or shall have obtained a nominating petition, bearing the
handwritten signatures of no less than 1,000 registered voters affiliated with the party from
each congressional district. Provides for the method of paying the qualifying fee.

Proposed law changes the signature requirement for the nominating petition from 1,000 from
each congressional district to 2,500 with at least 250 from each of the congressional districts.

Present law (R.S. 18:1280.22(B)) provides for when the qualifying period is to open and
close. Requires a presidential candidate to file a notice of candidacy with the secretary of
state and further provides that the notice of candidacy shall be in writing and contain certain
information. Provides for what is to be included within the nominating petition.

Proposed law retains present law.

Present law provides that each voter who signs a nominating petition shall include his name
and residence address.

Proposed law instead provides that in addition to his signature, each voter who signs a
nominating petition shall provide the information required by present law (R.S. 18:3).
Further provides that once a voter has signed a nominating petition he may not withdraw the
nomination.

(Amends R.S. 18:1280.22(A) and (B)(3)(b))
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