The original instrument and the following digest, which constitutes no part of the
legislative instrument, were prepared by Senate Legislative Services. The keyword,
summary, and digest do not constitute part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative
intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

DIGEST
SB 342 Original 2026 Regular Session Barrow

Present law (Title 18 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes) provides for the administration of elections,
including voter registration, early voting, absentee voting, polling place conduct, voter roll

maintenance, and penalties for election offenses.

Present law prohibits voter intimidation and certain election offenses, including coercion, fraud, and
interference with the election process.

Present law establishes deadlines and procedures for voter registration, including in-person and
online registration.

Present law provides for campaign-free zones and restrictions on electioneering at polling places.

Present law authorizes registrars of voters and the secretary of state to conduct voter roll maintenance
and removal of ineligible voters pursuant to specified procedures.

Proposed law enacts new law to be designated as the "Voter Protection Act" and to be codified at
R.S. 18:1955 - 1962.

Proposed law provides definitions applicable to the new Subpart.
Proposed law prohibits knowingly or intentionally intimidating, deceiving, misinforming, or coercing
any voter, prospective voter, or voter assistance provider regarding voter eligibility, registration

requirements, polling locations, voting times or dates, or voting procedures.

Proposed law provides that violations are punishable as a misdemeanor and provides enhanced
felony penalties for organized or systematic voter suppression.

Proposed law requires the secretary of state to develop standardized, accessible voter registration
materials, including multilingual materials reflective of the state's demographics.

Proposed law extends the voter registration deadline by seven days beyond the deadline otherwise
provided by law.

Proposed law requires expansion of secure online and mobile-friendly voter registration services.

Proposed law creates a 600 foot no-interference zone around polling places during early voting and



on election day prohibiting electioneering, dissemination of false voting information, or acts of
persuasion targeting voters.

Proposed law requires polling places to display signage explaining voter rights and requires
reasonable accommodations for voters with disabilities.

Proposed law requires written notification to voters whose registration status is designated inactive
and requires the secretary of state to publish an annual public report on voter roll maintenance

activities.

Proposed law provides protections for voter assistance providers acting in good faith and in a
nonpartisan manner.

Proposed law authorizes an aggrieved person to seek injunctive relief.
Effective August 1, 2026.

(Adds R.S. 18:1955-1962)



