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Proposed law will result in a decrease of $5.4 M in SGF expenditures by the Secretary of State and an indeterminable increase in Local
Fund expenditures in FY 27 and FY 31 to remove BESE from the list of offices that are included in the party primary system.

Secretary of State
Proposed law will result in a decrease of approximately $5.4 M in gubernatorial election years (FYs 27 and 31, and every four years
thereafter) to remove BESE from the list of offices included in the party primary system and add them to the gubernatorial primary
election. Under current law, BESE candidates would run in a spring party primary in gubernatorial election years, with the potential for a
spring party primary runoff election. These elections are currently characterized as statewide elections because of the BESE party primary.
By removing them, the spring elections in gubernatorial election years, would be recharacterized as municipal (non-statewide) elections.
The Secretary of State’s office estimates that the cost for a statewide election in FYs 27 and 31 would be $7,069,000, whereas a non-
statewide election would cost $4,355,000, a difference of $2,714,000. This would result in a savings of $5,428,000 across both spring
elections if BESE candidates are removed from the party primaries offices and these elections get recharacterized.

Local Governing Authorities
Recharacterizing an election from statewide to municipal would have an impact on local governing authorities who place propositions on
the ballot during the spring elections in gubernatorial election years. When a local election is held during a scheduled statewide election,
the local governing authority is responsible for a prorated portion of the election’s cost, with the Secretary of State covering a majority of
the cost of the election. If a local election occurs without any statewide offices or constitutional amendments, the local governing authority
is responsible for the full cost of the election. Therefore, if the spring elections in gubernatorial election years are converted from statewide
to municipal, those local governing authorities who hold local elections will have an increase in expenditures to cover the cost of the
election. The magnitude of the increase is situational and will vary across parishes.

Proposed law removes the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education from the list of offices that are included in the party
primary election.

Proposed law will result in an indeterminable increase in SGR collected by the Secretary of State (SOS) in FYs 27 and 31 for
reimbursement of election costs. If a local election occurs without any statewide items, the local governing authority is responsible for the
full cost of the election. Removing BESE from the list of party primary offices would remove the statewide items from the spring elections
in FYs 27 and 31. The SOS bills local governing authorities, and reimbursements received from the locals are classified as SGR for the
department. The magnitude of the increase is situational and will vary across elections.
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Removes the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education from the list of party primary elections. (8/1/26)
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