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Proposed law repeals the mandatory fluoridation requirement for public water systems with 5,000 or more service
connections. Any water system that has added fluoridation, as of July 1, 2026, may not cease flouridation unless authorized
by a local election. An election may be called only if a petition is signed by at least 15% of registered voters in the service
area. Public water systems are not required to remove naturally occurring fluoride.

Proposed law eliminates future compliance costs related to acquiring, installing, and maintaining fluoridation equipment,
previously required by the Louisiana Department of Health (LDH) if funding was available. Proposed law is effective
January 1, 2027.

Proposed law may result in an indeterminable impact on Local Funds expenditures. Proposed law repeals mandatory
fluoridation for any public water system in Louisiana that does not have added flouride as of July 1, 2026. Any water system
that has added fluoridation, as of July 1, 2026, may not cease flouridation unless local voter approval through an election
initiated by a petition signed by at least 15% of registered voters in the area served. Proposed law may necessitate a
standalone local election or the addition of a fluoridation removal initiative to a scheduled election. Costs will depend on the
number of precincts involved, the number of ballot items, and whether the election coincides with a statewide election. Local
elections to cease fluoridation are expected to occur infrequently. While the actual cost is indeterminable, it is likely not
significant.

Proposed law may also result in an indeterminable decrease in local governmental expenditures. It repeals the Louisiana
Department of Health’s (LDH) authority to mandate fluoridation for public water systems with 5,000 or more service
connections.
Proposed law may result in cost avoidance related to ongoing fluoride expenses, particularly for systems that have not yet
installed fluoridation equipment. Under current law, systems are only required to implement fluoridation if sufficient state
funding is identified. To the extent that some systems have not implemented fluoridation, the bill may reduce potential
future expenditures.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure. Proposed law does not
impose or repeal any taxes, fees, fines, or assessments, nor does it authorize any new sources of revenue for the state or
local governing authorities. Fluoridation equipment and services were contingent upon funding availability under current law,
and the repeal of the mandate is not expected to impact existing or projected revenue streams.
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