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Proposed law creates the Empower Louisiana Food Purchase Program. The Louisiana Department of Health shall establish and administer
the Empower Louisiana Food Purchase Program. The program shall make restricted-use food purchase cards available for issuance through
qualified nonprofit organizations. Proposed law requires LDH to partner with qualified nonprofit organizations that operate food assistance
programs in Louisiana. Proposed law provides that LDH may implement the program as a pilot program in one administrative region of the
state and may expand the program as determined by the secretary. Each qualified nonprofit organization shall be responsible for funding
any purchase cards issued by the organization and establish a process to allow individuals to provide funding for cards. Proposed law
provides that nothing in this measure shall be construed to create a public entitlement, require participation, authorize federal funding, or
merge the program with SNAP. Proposed law requires LDH to generate aggregate annual transaction reports, which participating
nonprofits shall reconcile to their internal records. Proposed law requires LDH to submit a report evaluating the program to the Senate and
House Committees on Health and Welfare, no later than March 1, 2028. Proposed law requires LDH to promulgate rules and regulations in
accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act. Effective August 1, 2026.

Proposed law is anticipated to increase SGF expenditures by an indeterminable, but potentially significant, amount in LDH.
The increase is associated with additional administrative workload required to establish and administer the Empower
Louisiana Food Purchase Program.

LFO has requested a fiscal note worksheet from LDH. Upon receipt of additional information regarding the
projected administrative workload and associated costs, this fiscal note will be revised accordingly. At this time,
LFO is unable to determine the fiscal impact of LDH establishing and implementing the program without input
from the department.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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