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HLS 26RS-1086 ORIGINAL

2026 Regular Session
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 49

BY REPRESENTATIVE FISHER

HIGHER EDUCATION: Memorializes congress to include physical therapy as a
professional degree program for purposes of borrowing limits for students seeking
federal aid for postsecondary education

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
To memorialize the United States Congress to take such actions as are necessary to include
the doctor of physical therapy degree within the definition of professional degree
programs eligible for enhanced federal student loan access.

WHEREAS, the legislature affirms that such designation is essential to enable
equitable access to advanced health professional education, particularly for students from
rural communities in Louisiana, to support the development and retention of a robust
physical therapy workforce necessary to address statewide and rural healthcare needs, to
mitigate escalating healthcare costs, and to strengthen statewide public health infrastructure
and long term workforce sustainability; and

WHEREAS, research shows that healthcare professionals educated locally are
significantly more likely to practice in the communities where they are trained; and

WHEREAS, restricting access to federal student loan funding for doctor of physical
therapy students would disproportionately affect Louisiana residents and further exacerbate
rural healthcare shortages.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of Louisiana does hereby
memorialize the United States Congress to take such actions as are necessary to include the
doctor of physical therapy degree within the definition of professional degree programs

eligible for enhanced federal student loan access.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the
presiding officers of the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Congress of the

United States of America and to each member of the Louisiana congressional delegation.

DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services. It constitutes no part
of the legislative instrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

HCR 49 Original 2026 Regular Session Fisher

Memorializes the U.S. Congress to include the doctor of physical therapy degree within the
definition of professional degree programs eligible for enhanced federal student loan access.
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