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SLS 26RS-165 REENGROSSED

2026 Regular Session
SENATE BILL NO. 106

BY SENATOR KLEINPETER

PUBLIC RECORDS. Provides that certain photographs, audio or video recordings, digital
images regarding a crime scene or used in a criminal prosecution are not public records
available for release or to be copied except by clerk of court or a court order. (8/1/26)

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 44:4.1(B)(30) and to enact R.S. 44:4(65), relative to public
records; to provide relative to the confidentiality of crime scene photographs, audio
or video recordings, digital images, which may be used as evidence in a criminal
proceeding; to provide for limited access under specified circumstances; and to
provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 44:4.1(B)(30) is hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 44:4(65) is
hereby enacted to read as follows:
§4. Applicability
This Chapter shall not apply:

% % %

(65) To a copy of any audio recording, image, video, or photograph in the

custody of a clerk of court after it is introduced into evidence of a criminal

prosecution and which is determined by the clerk to depict: an autopsy, dead

body, sexual assault, gruesome injury, obscene act, a juvenile victim, a victim's

genitals, pubic hair, anus, vulva, or female breast, or any patently offensive
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sexual act, unless such image, video, or photograph is voluntarily released,

otherwise available to the general public, or released by court order.

§4.1. Exceptions

B. The legislature further recognizes that there exist exceptions, exemptions,
and limitations to the laws pertaining to public records throughout the revised
statutes and codes of this state. Therefore, the following exceptions, exemptions, and
limitations are hereby continued in effect by incorporation into this Chapter by

citation:

(30) R.S. 44:3, 19, 408, 425

* * *

The original instrument and the following digest, which constitutes no part
of the legislative instrument, were prepared by Senate Legislative Services.
The keyword, summary, and digest do not constitute part of the law or proof
or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

DIGEST
SB 106 Reengrossed 2026 Regular Session Kleinpeter

Present law provides a list of exceptions to public records.

Proposed law creates a new public records exception for crime scene photographs and other
evidence used in a criminal proceeding.

Effective August 1, 2026.
(Amends R.S. 44:4.1(B)(30); adds R.S. 44:4(65))

Summary of Amendments Adopted by Senate

Committee  Amendments Proposed by Senate Committee on Senate and
Governmental Affairs to the original bill

1. Remove existing language and replaced it with language that provides
categories of evidence depictions and gives authority to clerks of court to
review.

Senate Floor Amendments to engrossed bill

1. Provide more detailed examples of records that would be exempted from the
Public Records Law.
2. Remove the word "ultimate" as an additional qualifier for a type of evidence

for a criminal prosecution in the custody of a clerk of court.
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