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HLS 26RS-959 ENGROSSED

2026 Regular Session
HOUSE BILL NO. 805

BY REPRESENTATIVE ORGERON

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES: Provides for the standards of shipping containers for wines
and distilled spirits

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 26:351, relative to wines, distilled spirits, and powdered alcohol;
to provide for approved containers for wines and distilled spirits; to provide for case
configuration for wines and distilled spirits; to provide for application of federal
regulations; to provide for exceptions; to prohibit the sale or shipment of powdered
alcohol; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 26:351 is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§351. Limitation on size of containers of beverages of high alcoholic content;

standards of fill
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A. (1) All distilled spirits and wines sold, offered for sale, or shipped into this

state shall conform to the standards of fill authorized by the United States

Department of the Treasury, Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau, as set

forth in Title 27 of the Code of Federal Regulations, as amended.

(2) Any container size authorized for domestic sale by the Alcohol and

Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau is authorized for sale in this state.
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(3) No additional limitation shall be imposed by the state on container size

or case configuration except as expressly provided in this Section.

B. (1) The state shall not prescribe the number of containers per shipping case

or shipping container for distilled spirits or wine, provided such container sizes

comply with federal law.

(2) The commissioner may adopt rules in accordance with the Administrative

Procedure Act necessary for tax administration, public safety, or enforcement

purposes, provided such rules do not conflict with federally authorized standards of

fill.

C.(1) For purposes of this Section,"vintage wine" is wine bottled prior to

December 31, 1978 and may be shipped into this state in container sizes not

otherwise authorized by federal standards of fill, provided that all of the following

conditions are met:

(a) The container is not smaller than the equivalent of one hundred

eighty-seven milliliters.

(b) Written proof of the bottling date is furnished to the commissioner prior

to shipment.

(¢) The commissioner provides written authorization for such shipment.

(2) Nothing in this Subsection shall permit the sale of vintage wine in a

container smaller than one hundred eighty-seven milliliters.

D.(1) The container size restrictions prescribed in this Section do not apply

to alcohol beverages labeled and sold as "sake".

(2) Sake may be sold in any container size authorized for importation and

sale under federal law.

E. The container size restrictions prescribed in this Section do not apply to

cider products.

F. No alcoholic beverage sold in or shipped into this state shall contain

powdered alcohol.
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DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services. It constitutes no part
of the legislative instrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

HB 805 Engrossed 2026 Regular Session Orgeron
Abstract: Provides for the standards for shipping containers for wine and distilled spirits.

Present law provides restrictions of containers, container sizes, and the number of containers
per shipping case for distilled spirits and wines sold in or shipped into the state of La.

Proposed law provides that regulations related to wines and distilled spirits relative to their
standards of fill and container sizes are governed by the U.S. Dept. of the Treasury, Alcohol
and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau, as set forth in Title 27 of the Code of Federal
Regulations, as amended.

Proposed law provides that the state cannot prescribe the number of containers per shipping
case or shipping container for wines and distilled spirits. Further allows the commissioner
to promulgate rules in accordance with the APA necessary for tax administration, public
safety, or enforcement purposes.

Present law provides limitations on the container sizes and shipping of vintage wines.
Defines "vintage wines" as wines bottled prior to December 31, 1978.

Proposed law retains present law.

Present law provides that the restrictions do not apply to sake or cider products.

Proposed law retains present law.

Present law prohibits the sale or shipment of powdered alcohol in the state of La.

Proposed law retains present law.

(Amends R.S. 26:351)
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