SLS 26RS-953 ENGROSSED

2026 Regular Session
SENATE BILL NO. 424

BY SENATOR FOIL

CIVIL PROCEDURE. Provides for service by mail, delivery, or electronic means. (8/1/26)

AN ACT
To enact Code of Civil Procedure Art. 1313(E), relative to service of pleadings; to provide
relative to service of certain pleadings by electronic means; to provide for counsel
of record; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. Code of Civil Procedure Art. 1313(E) is hereby enacted to read as follows:
Art. 1313. Service by mail, delivery, or electronic means

% % %

E. For the purposes of this Article, ""counsel of record' means a counsel

who has enrolled in the action for a party.

The original instrument and the following digest, which constitutes no part
of the legislative instrument, were prepared by Senate Legislative Services.
The keyword, summary, and digest do not constitute part of the law or proof
or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

DIGEST
SB 424 Engrossed 2026 Regular Session Foil

Present law (C.C.P. Art. 1313) provides that except as otherwise provided by law, every
pleading subsequent to the original petition, and every pleading which under an express
provision of law may be served as provided in present law, may be served either by the
sheriff or by:
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Mailing a copy of the pleading to the counsel of record, or if there is no counsel of
record, to the adverse party at his last known address, this service being complete
upon mailing.

Delivering a copy of the pleading to the counsel of record, or if there is no counsel
of record, to the adverse party.

Delivering a copy of the pleading to the clerk of court, if there is no counsel of
record and the address of the adverse party is not known.

Transmitting a copy by electronic means to counsel of record, or if there is no
counsel of record, to the adverse party, at the number or addresses expressly
designated in a pleading or other writing for receipt of electronic service. Service by
electronic means is complete upon transmission but is not effective and shall not be
certified if the serving party learns that the transmission did not reach the party to be
served. If electronic service cannot be effected in accordance with present law,
service may be effected in accordance with other provisions of present law.

Proposed law retains present law but clarifies that for purposes of present law counsel of
record means a counsel who has enrolled in the action for a party.

Effective August 1, 2026.

(Adds C.C.P. Art 1313(E))

Summary of Amendments Adopted by Senate

Committee Amendments Proposed by Senate Committee on Judiciary A to the
original bill

1. Makes technical changes.

2. Clarifies that "counsel of record" means a counsel who has enrolled in the
action for a party.
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