HLS 26RS-341 ENGROSSED

2026 Regular Session
HOUSE BILL NO. 364

BY REPRESENTATIVE PHELPS

POLICE/LOCAL: Requires police departments to provide notice of illegal discharge of a
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firearm

AN ACT

To enact R.S. 40:1381.1, relative to public service announcements; to provide notice to the

public regarding the discharge of weapons in public; to provide for public messaging
by the Department of Public Safety and Corrections; to provide for dissemination of
public awareness activities; to provide for collaboration with the Louisiana
Department of Health and municipal police departments; to provide for rulemaking;

and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 40:1381.1 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§1381.1. Public awareness; discharge of firearm

A. The Department of Public Safety and Corrections, office of state police,

shall conduct public awareness activities designed to promote the prevention of

discharging firearms into the air in public areas where discharging a firearm is

prohibited. The public awareness activities shall include but not be limited to public

service announcements via radio, television, and social media, information kits and

brochures, promotion of relevant telephone hotlines, and provision of information,

regarding the danger of, and criminal penalties for, discharging a firearm into the air

in public areas where prohibited.
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B. The office of state police may collaborate with the Louisiana Department

of Health in order to implement the provisions of this Section in accordance with the

Administrative Procedure Act.

C. The office of state police shall disseminate the public awareness materials

to the public and to municipal police departments for further dissemination to the

public during the time periods specified in Subsection E of this Section.

D. The production and dissemination of public awareness activities pursuant

to this Section shall be accomplished using funds allocated for such purpose to either

the Department of Public Safety and Corrections, the Louisiana Department of

Health, or municipal police departments.

E. The Department of Public Safety and Corrections, office of state police,

and municipal police departments shall disseminate the public awareness activities

each year from May fifteenth through July fifth and from November fifteenth

through January first.

DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services. It constitutes no part
of the legislative instrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

HB 364 Engrossed 2026 Regular Session Phelps
Abstract: Directs the Dept. of Public Safety and Corrections (DPS&C), office of state
police, to conduct public safety messaging regarding discharging firearms into the

air.

Proposed law requires DPS&C to conduct public safety messaging regarding the dangers of
and criminal penalties for discharging firearms into the air.

Proposed law requires DPS&C to provide public service materials to municipal police
departments for further dissemination to the public.

Proposed law allows DPS&C to collaborate with the La. Dept. of Health and municipal
police departments.

Proposed law requires DPS&C and municipal police to use funding that comes from a source
already allocated for dissemination of public awareness activities.

Proposed law provides for the time of year for required messaging to the public.

(Adds R.S. 40:1381.1)
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